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XOJIOIIHOM MOPE U OCEHHEM JIeCe, He XKeaeT HUKaKUX Mpu-
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Jonasi BenbMa. MepKypbeB, pasyMeeTcsl, HU B KaKUX BEJIbM
He BepuT. U TyT, CIIOBHO B HACMELIKY, OKpYKalowlast aeii-
CTBUTEIbHOCTh HAYMHAET IMYTUTh C HUM CTPaHHbBIE IIYyT-
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a Ha 3a0pOILIEHHOM Masike MPOMCXOAMT... youiicTBo. Ba-
cuuii MepKypbeB TOYHO 3HAeT, YTO He CYLIeCTBYET HU
BeIbM, HU TMPU3PAKOB, HU IyXOB, — U BCE BPEMSsT HAThIKa-
eTcsl Ha TaifHble VI SIBHBIE CIebl UX MPUCYTCTBUSL. Jlaxe
JII00OBb C MOJIOION BEAbMOIl — WJIM HE BEIbMOI?.. — eMy
CJIOBHO HaNpOpOYMIM MOTYCTOPOHHUE CUJIBL... MHOrIa Ha
caMoM JeJie ObIBaeT TPYIHO NOBepUTh. EIIE TpyaHee 0co3-
Hatbh W NIpuHATH! Ho ecnu paspeiintb cebe MoBEpUTh —
JKU3Hb OKa3bIBAETCsl MOJHA YYIEeC, U HE BbIAYMAHHBIX, a
caMbIX HACTOSIIIUX!

VYIK 821.161.1-312.4
BBK 84(2Poc=Pyc)6-44

© Ycrunosa T.B., 2022
© Odopmiaenne. 000 «M3naTebcTBO

ISBN 978-5-04-162598-6 «DKemo», 2022



PasroBapuBanu nBoe.

l'onoca — TOHKMIT M moryiie — 3BY4YaJld B3BOJHO-
BaHHO.

— Ecnu noma He craHer, — muian onuH, — HAcC He
craHet Toxe!.. Kyna mbl geHemcsi? Mbl HE MOXEM...

— He moxewm, He Moxem! — mepenpa3HUBaJl BTO-
poit. — A uto menatp?! UTo mpeanpuHsTh?..

— Panbiie HyxXXHO OBUIO TyMaTh!

— O uém?! Huyero He mOJKHO ObIIO cIryduThest! Tpu-
CTa JIET ¥ TPY rojia HUYEro He MEHSIOCh, a TYT TakKoe!..

— Ecnu 6b1 mopaHble, eciiu Obl cpa3y, — COKPYLIAICS
MUCKJISIBBIA, — MbI ObI TOATOTOBWIKUCH! YTO YTOMHO MOX-
HO OTHAaTh, JTUIIb Obl BpeMsi BEpHYTB!

— Ilycras 6ontoBHs! Uto otnate?! Jla U 4TO MBI MO-
KEM CliesiaTh, OTPaBbl €My MOAMEeLIaTh?

— Jla xoTb ObI OTpaBbl, — BOMHCTBEHHO MUILIAJ TIEP-
BbIif. — 3a 5TOT IOM HUYETO HE XKaJIKO.

CobeceqHUKY TTOMOJTIAIIN.

— A eclu He XaJlKo, — OCTOPOXHO Hayaj BTOpOU, —
TO S TYT KOE-YTO U3MBICIINIL.

— Yo, uyTO0?..

— TIloromm, pacckaxy. Ham ke He mpocTo Tak!.. Ham
Hazo, YTOObI HUKTO, HU OfHA XXMBas Aylla He 3aroa03pu-
JIa, YTO MBI B 3TOM... 3aMelIaHbI.

— BT10 na, 3TO YKMCTas Mpasaa.

— Taxk BoT. MBI ciesiaeM BC€ Uy>KUMM pyKaMM.

— A Kak, Kak?..



— Jla moromu Th1!.. Hamo6HO Bc€ 06CcTaBUTH TaK, CJIOB-
HO Hac HeT U He ObLIO.

ITepBblit TOHEHBKO 3aXUXUKAI:

— Tak Hac Benpb 1 BipaBay HeT. A ObUIM, HET Jd... Ka-
Kas yX Terepb pa3HuIal

Bacunmii BacunbeBuy MepKypbeB M3 OKHA MAIlTUHBI
CMOTpeJ1, Kak HostOpbcKast banTrka KaTuT TsKEble, pTyT-
HbI€, BOJIHBI — JIO CAMOTO TOPU30HTA, 10 HebOa. [Tecuanrie
TIJISTKY 3aJTUThI CEPBIM T0XIEM. J10JIKHO OBITh, JIETOM 3TOT
TeCOK OBIBAET BECENIbIM, COTHEUHBIM, TopstanM!.. JlomkHO
ObITh, HA HEM TPUATHO BAJISITBCS M XOIUTh, 3arpedasi ero
6oceiMu Horamu. Ceityac oH ObUT BeCh UCXJIECTAH TOXAEM
U BETPOM, U TPYJAHO BOOOPA3UTh, YTO HA 3TUX Oeperax Bo3-
MOXHBI JIETO Y COJTHIIE.

Bacunuii BacunbeBu4 B3HOXHYI.

Hopora Bc€ Bpems 1111a 1o 6epery Mopsi, JUIITb MHOTIA
pa3pocuInecs: IepeBbsi CKPbIBAJIM €T0 OT IJla3, HO Tyl —
TPEBOXHBIN, HEYMOJIYHBII TYJI OCEHHETO MOPSI — HUKYIa
He KMcye3al, 3aMoJiHsUI co00il Bech MUP, U B rojioBe y Ba-
cwisa BacunbeBrua TOXe IIyMesio Mope.

— B nepBbIit pa3 y Hac? — CIIpoCUJI BOAUTEb, MOTJIsI-
IbIBasi Ha MaccaXkupa B 3epKasio 3aaHero Buaa. — Bpewms
yX 00JbHO HETIOAXO/SIIee A1 OTIYCKHUKOB-TO!..

— He nepsebiit, — ckazanm MepKypbeB. — S KaxXnplii
TOJI TYT.

— U Bcé B HOsIOpe?.. — yOUBWICS BOIUTEb.

— OceHb1o0, 1a, — NOATBEPAUI TTaccaxup. — S jerom
OTITyCK He Oepy.

— Yero 310?!

ITaccaxup onsiTh ycTaBWICS B OKHO.

— 4 paboraro B byxape Ha raszoBoii craHiuu. ['a3o-
TPOBOJ Yepe3 IMyCThIHIO TSIHEM, — MOSICHUJI OH. — Tak
OT Xapbl 3TON OKOYYPUTHCSI MOXHO, Bepulilb, HeT?.. Kak
B ampejie HAUMHAETCS KaXIblii IEHb COPOK TPalycoB, TaK
XapuT 00 oKTs0psi. M Hu omHoro moxnst! B okTsa6pe nBam-
LIaTh MSITh, 3TO YXe Moaapok cyasosl! [loaToMy s B oTIyck
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TOJIBKO TI0 OCEHM U TOJIbKO Ha XOJIOMHOE MOpPE €3XYy, OT-
TIOXHYTh MaJIOCTb.

— [la, — ckasajl BOOUTeNb ¢ COYYBCTBUEM, — TOTIa
noHsaTHO. Hy, y Hac TyT 10XIu KaXiblil 1eHb, HACTaxX-
naiics!..

Bbyxapeu KuBHYII.

— A dero B miyxoMaHb Takyio? TBosI rocTuHMIIAa —
9TO X AbIpa 3axosnyctHas!.. [TonTopa yaca enem, HUKaK He
noeneM. Bpone HepTIHUKM — Hapon He OeAHBI, MOXHO
cebe ITO3BOJIUTE!..

— Jla xako#t s He(pTAHUK? — BO3pa3u Oyxapel. —
S1 uHXeHep Ha ra3onposoe!

— W yero? HopMasibHYI0 TOCTUHUILY HE MOT CHSITb,
BOH XoTb B CBemyoropcke! Tam 1o kpaiiHeil Mepe KyJib-
TYpHO, €CTh Ille TIMBKA IOINUTb, €CTh Ille TPOUTHUCH C Oa-
pBILIHEN oA pydKy. Yero Te6s B caMblil IIyXoit Yyroj-To
HeceT?..

Bacwunumit BacunbweBud onsith B3noxHy1. OnpaBabiBaTh-
csl mepel BOOUTEIEM eMy He XOTeJI0Ch, HO OH YyBCTBOBAJ,
YTO... TOJIKEH.

— 4 xapTMHKU B MHTEpHETE TTOCMOTPEJI, MHE TTIOHpa-
BWJIOCh, — cKa3ajJl oH. — W Mope mpsiMO Moj OKHaMu,
1 Masik, 1 OyKoBasi poIia.

— Masik He IelCTBYET yXe CTO JIeT.

— Taxk Benp u g He mapoxon! Kakast MHe pa3Hu1a, neii-
cTByeT, He neiicTByet!.. [JTaBHOE — KpacuBo.

— Kpacory, 3HaunT, 1100U1IIb, — 3aKTIOYNJT BOIUTEb.

— Jlobnwo Kkpacoty, — nokasuics Bacunuii Bacuibe-
BUY. — WM mycTeiHS Hamoena. Xody, 4ToO MOpe M JieC.
N noxnp.

Boaureab mMOKpyTHII TONOBOM — 4YygHO!

— Hy, nmonyuaii cBoii iec u noxab. BoH roctuHuna
TBOSI.

TpéxaTaxHblii, y3KMit, KaK TOTUYECKUIA COOOP, CTapbli
HEeMEILKUI TOM C IByMSI KPYIJIbIMU OallleHKaMu U Jepe-
MMUYHOM KpPBILIEH MOUTH Tepsiyics Ha hoHe OYITHBIX KpacoK
oceHHero jJeca. K HeMy Bena y3kasi JOpoXKa, 3achlITaHHast
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KpacHBIM TpaBueM. Jlopokka meTisiia 1o JIyry, 00Xos py-
yei, U 'y caMoil pel€TKY MepeceKaia ero 1o ropbaromy
KaMeHHOMY MOCTUKY. BopoTta cTosiin HacTexb, U MOXO0-
Xe ObUIO, YTO OHM HUKOT/IA He 3aKPhIBAIOTCS.

— Tlocénok ¢ TOi CTOPOHBI, — IMPOMOJKAT BOIU-
Teab. — Ha Tot cnyyaii, ecaum B jiecy cuaerb HamoecT!..
Tam u kadenika ectsb, 1 pecTropaH «bekkep» TPUIMYHBIN,
U MPOJIOBOJILCTBEHHBI — BOMOUYKU B3SITh.

Bacunmii BacunbeBrd cMOTpeEsT B OKHO M KMBaJl.

— OcraHoBKa aBTOOYCHasl B KMUJIOMETPE, MOXHO U JI0
Kanununrpama moexatb. A Xouelllb, MEHs BbI3bIBald, 51 Te0e
TeaeOoHYUK ocTaBiio! CIbIb, OypWIbIINK?

— OcraBb, — coryacuiicss MepKypbeB.

Ilypma muHAMKM TO KpacHOMY TpaBUIO, MallWHa
rombexanaa K OCTPOBEPXOMY IOMY M OCTaHOBUJIachk. Boau-
TeJb 3arJTYIII MOTOP, U CPa3y CTaJIo CJIBIIIHO, KaK JOX/Ib
0apabaHUT IO KphIIIe, KaK ITYyMUT JIEC, M TYJ MOPST TOXe
HaJIBUHYJICS, CJIOBHO pacIlIUpUIICS.

Bacwnuit BacunbeBud BblIe3 U3 cajloHa, HAKUHYJT Ka-
IMIOIIOH W BBIYAWJI U3 33JJHETO KapMaHa DKMHCOB Kollle-
n€ék. Booutens yxe mocTaBWI O YyTYHHBIM KO3BIPEK IBE
€ro CyMKH.

— Hy, 6wiBait, 6ypunbimk! CocKy4yuIbesi, 3BOHU, He
crecHsiiics! [TokaTaro!..

Bacunuio BacunbeBuuy XoTesloch, YTOO OH IOCKOpEe
yexait.

— JleHb moOpHBIii, — MpoOACUIIM Y HEro 3a CIIUHOM,
u 0abaxHysa TsDKEIas nBepb. — MBI Bac oxungaeM. Ca-
MOJIET oro3aan?

— Exanu gonro, — MepKypbeB ITOBEpHYJICS.

Kpenkuit KpaCHOJMUIIBIN CTapUK B BEJIHBETOBBIX OPIO-
Kax ¥ TBUIOBOI KypTKe ¢ KOXaHbIMU 3arjlaTaMy Ha JIOK-
TSIX TIPOTSTUBAJ PYKY, BUI Y HETO ObUT TTPUBETIMBLIN.

— Bukrop 3axapoBuy, X03sIMH TOCTUHUIBL. BbI, cTano
OBITh, MO TOCTh. JIOOPO MOXaI0BaTh.

— MepkypbeB Bacunuii BacunbeBuu. — I'ocTh TOXE
MPOTSIHYJ PyKy. TBUIOBas KypTKa 1 BeJIbBETOBBIE OPIOKU
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€ro Iopa3wjii — XO3SIMH BBITJISIAET TOUb-B-TOUb KaK aH-
mmiickuit momemnk. — M3 Byxapsl.

— Kuséte Tam?

— Paboraro. Yxe aBa rona.

— Hy, pacckaxere, — HEOXHUIAHHO 3aKJIIOUMII XO35I-
uH. — [loiiaéMTe 1moa Kpbllly, XOJ0AHO ceroaHs. Toro
TJISIIU, CHET TIOMIET.

W B3siyics 3a CyMKU.

— Jla g cam!..

OpHy cyMKy MepKypbeB OTOMJI, a BTOpasi ocrajiach
y CTapuKa, KOTOPbIil BCE TTOBTOPSII, YTO OOCIy>KMBaHUE
Yy HUX Ha BBICOTE.

JIBoitHas TsDKENast IBEpb OTKPBIBAJIACH B BECTUOIOJD,
rae ObLJIO TOJYTEMHO M3-3a JIEPEBSIHHBIX CTEHHBIX TaHe-
JIeli ¥ 3aKOIMYEHHBIX 0aI0K Ha TOoToJIKe. Bo3ie emnHCTBEH-
HOT'O Y3KOT'O U BBICOKOTO OKHA C BUTPAXXOM IOMEIIATUCH
IIBa Kpecyia U CTOJIMK, Ha CTOJIMKE JIeXKaTu KaKhe-TO Xyp-
HaJibl M KHUXKa cTpaHuuaMu BHU3. [lIupokast uyryHHast
JIECTHMIIA C TIOBOPOTOM BeJla Ha BTOPOM 3Taxk, MO JIECT-
HUIEH CTosIIa LIBETOYHAs MOJICTaBKa, B HEil pa3HOLIBET-
HBII JTOXMaThili OykeT — acTphl. 1o eBoit cTeHe 3usiia
OTPOMHasI MacTh KAMWHA C HAOOPHOM TOJIKOW Pa3HOIIBET-
Horo mpamMopa. Bacunmii BacuibeBru BHOBb yIMBUIICS —
KakK ¥ TBUA0BOI KypTKe. OH HMKOT/Ia He BUIaJl KAMUHOB
B MPUXOXUX!..

JlecTHMIIa HEOXUIAHHO 3aryjesia, B3APOTHYIa, U 10
YYTYHHBIM CTyIIeHbKaM CKaTwiach aeBuua. M rocte, 1 xo-
351MH, 3a/IpaB TOJIOBbI, YCTaBWJINCh Ha HeE.

KpacuBas neBymika, mogyman MepKypbeB.

— Bukrop 3axapoBuu, — 3akpuyana gesuua. — MH-
TepHeTa onsATh HeT! UTo Takoe, a?

— JlomxeH O6bITh, KpuctuHa.

— JlomxeH, a Hety!.. [me Crac?

XO0351MH MOATONKHYT MepKypbeBa K JIeCTHULIE.

— Tlo3HakoMbTech, Mojonbie aoau. KpuctuHa, 310
Bacunuit MepkypbeB, mpuexaa K HaM IOrocTUTh U3 by-
Xaphl.

9



Jesuia ycraBuiach Ha rocts. ['1a3a y He€ ObIIA TEM-
HblE U JTIOOOTBITHBIE, KAK Y MBIIIIU.

— A Kpuctunouka 3nechb, B KanuHuHrpane, yaurcs
B yHUBepcureTe. bymymuii ucropux!..

— @y, KaK Bbl CKy4yHO roBopute, Bukrop 3axapo-
BUY! — (DBIPKHYJIA IEBULIA U C JIECTHUILIBI TPOTSIHY1a Mep-
KYPbeBY PYKY, Kak 1is roreyst. OH OIOIIEN M OCTOPOX-
HO €€ Ioxall, yIMBUBILKUCH TMepcTHI0. Ha Ge3bIMsIHHOM
Majblie y OeBUIIBI ObUIO TMKOBMHHOE KOJBIIO C OTPOM-
HbIM 3€JIEHBIM KaMHEeM. — A 4YTO Bbl TaM JeJiaete, B by-
xape? Pabotaere B Mmenpece?

— Ha razomnpoBone, — ckazan MepKypbeB U OTCTYITUI
OT JIECTHUIIBI Ha Oe30rmacHoe paccTosiHue. JleBuiia moka-
3ajach eMy OYeHb OOIKOIA.

— Bce, k10 paboTaeT Ha ra30MpoBoOAE, — MPOBO3IIACH-
J1a IeBUla, — NOJDKHBI OTIBIXaTh B Ka3uHO MoHTe-Kapio!
A uHTepHeTa HeTy, BukTop 3axapoBuu! M Craca Toxe Het?

— S TouHo He 3Hato, KpuctnuHouka, HO, TO-MOeMy, OH
KaTaeTcsl Ha BEeJIOCUTIEE.

— B rakyo poxnuny?! — yxacHynack KpuctuHou-
ka. — Hy, 6or emy cynps. Torma s cepBep cama ImocMo-
Tpto. MoxeT, ero nmpocro nepe3arpy3uTb Hamo. A?..

— CKOJBKO XOTUTE, — pa3peni xo3ssuH. — [loitném-
Te, Bacunuit BacuibeBuy, MpoBoXy Bac B KOMHATY.

VY3kuii KopuIop MPUBENT UX B MPOCTOPHYIO TOCTUHYIO,
OKHaMM CMOTpeBIly0 Ha Mope. CTEeKIITHHbIE ABEPH C Uy-
TYHHBIMH 3aII0paMy BBIXOIWJIM Ha 3aJIUTYIO TOXIEM JTy-
Xaiiky. MepKypbeB nomomeén u mocmorpei. CieBa ObLT
MOKPBIIT OYKOBBIN Jiec, O KOTOPOM OH TaK MeuTas B Iy-
CTBhIHE, CITpaBa, IajJeKo Ha MbICY, CTapbliii Masik. BoiHbI
TOAKATBHIBJIM K CAMOMY €0 IOTHOXUIO, BBIXJIECTHIBAIN
BBEpX, MOYTH IO CTEH, OTCTYNaJId, COOMPAsICh C CUJIAMU,
1 CHOBa HaKaThIBAJI.

— 3/1ech MOXHO BBIUTU K MOpPIO, — CKa3aj XO35UH
Y TIOIBUTAJ YYTYHHYIO 3aABIXKY. — MBI IBEpU Ha 3UMY
He 3anmpaeM. Jla BBl He mymaiite! Y Hac Toxe Ioroaka Obl-
BaeT MpeKpacHasi, He TO 4YTO ceryvac.

10



— Ceitgac Kaxk pa3 IpeKkpacHo, — rpobopmoTan Mep-
KYpPbEB.

CTBOpKa pacraxHy/iach, BOPBAJICS COJEHBIN U TUIOTHBIN
BeTep, OTOPOCIT JIETKYIO 3aHABECKY, PacTpernall BOJIOCHI.

— Iy-yd, — ouens 61m3Ko ckazano mope. — Lly-yd!..

MepKypbeB 3aXXKMypUIICs.

— [Ilo msexy mpomeHan unet, — npoxoxkan Bukrop
3axapoBu4, 3aKpbiBasi [Bepb. — [ISTh KUJIOMETPOB, IJIsl
MPOTYJIOK OTIIMYHelIe!.. MuMo Masika U Jnajblie, K Io-
cénky. Bl HempeMeHHO Bocnoib3yiiTech, Bacunauii Bacu-
nbeBud. Hy, 3mech y Hac 3aBTpaku, — XO3SIMH pacIiaxHyl
IBEPh B CJIEAYIOLIYI0 KOMHATY.

MepKypbeB 3arisiHyII.

TyT CTOSITTN CTOJIBI, YETHIPE WIIN MSITh, BCE Pa3HbIE U MO-
TOMY MHTEPECHBIC, CTApMHHBIE Kpeca, JIaMITbl ¢ dapdo-
POBBIMU MACTYIIKAMU M OXOTHUYBUMHU cobakamu, Oyder,
Ha HEM TapejKu, 32 Pe3HBIMU CTEKJIAMU OYTBIIKU U XpY-
ctasb. Ha otnensHOM cTonke — KodeManimHa, HOBEHb-
Kasl, CBepKalollasi, CaMoJI0BOJIbHasi. MepKypbheBy Hemel-
JIEHHO 3aX0TeJIoch Kode.

— BrT1o0 Bcerma moxanyiicta, — MPOTOBOPHUJ XO3sI-
uH. — B cMmbicie kodeiiky monuts!.. [Ipuxogure B Jto-
00i1 MOMEHT, MBI 32 3TO ACHET He OepéM. A 3aBTpakK Kax-
IIbIil IEHb C CeMU 0 OMMHHaauaTh yacoB. O6en ¢ yacy 1o
TpEX, a YXKUHAEM C CEMM.

— To, uto HYy:XHO, — 0100pUJ MepKypheB.

— Tam 6ubnmotexa, Bbl caMu 3aryITHETe. DTO N0 He-
OBbICTpOE — KHUTU CMOTpeTh. Hebobliiasi, Ho BOJIHE MpU-
emieMas. Emé orerr Moii B cBo€ BpeMs Hadaja coOupaTh,
a s poAoKwI. A BaM ctona. [1o 3To# ecTHHIIe HA BTO-
poii 3Tax.

«DTa» JIECTHULIA 0Ka3aJlaCh IEPEBSIHHOM, CO CKPUIIOM,
Kak TojoXeHo. McTonTaHHble CTyIeH!W ObUIM IUPOKU-
MU, TIOJIOTUMHU, TIepuia OTIOJMPOBAHbI, HAYUIIIEHBI MeJI-
HbIE 3aBUTKMU.

— Hunens ®EmopoBHa cTapaeTcst, — 3amMeT1 Buk-
Top 3axapoBuy, Korma MepKypbeB cKa3all, YTO JOM Y HETrO
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MpeBOCXOMHbI. — E€ ycunusiMu 1 MOIUTBAMU IE€PKUM-
cg. OHa 37mech BCeM XO3SMCTBOM YIIPaBIISIET, HUKOMY
cnycky He naét!.. Ecnmu 6 He oHa, maBHO OBl IOM pa3Ba-
JIAIICSL.

MepKypbeB HE TIOHSII, BCEPbE3 TOBOPUT XO3SIUH
WU HeT.

B xopunope Ha BTopoM 3Taxke ObUIO BCETO TPY WIM Ye-
TBIpe IBepu. BukTop 3axapoBuy oTHep OIMKaNIIyIO, IIPO-
mycTul MepKypbeBa Briepén, 3alI€éa U TTOCTaBUI CYMKY.

Bacwmii BacwibeBUY TOXe CKUHYI C Ileda HaZoeB-
ITYIO HOIITY, BOIIEN W OTJISIAEICS.

KomHaTa oka3zajiach 00JbIIOI — HUYEro Moao0HOro
roctb He oxunan. OQHUM OKHOM OHa CMOTpeJia Ha Jiec,
a IByMs ApyruMu — Ha Mope. Ha Mope Beixomuia u 6ani-
KOHHas aBepb. 1oy ObLT IepeBsIHHBIN, HUYEM He 3aCTIaH-
HBIIA, TOJIBKO HEOOJIBIION KOBPUK IIepel KAMIHOM.

— Ecau coBceM moxojyionaet, 3aTOMUM, — cKa3aj Ipo
KamuH BukTop 3axapoBuu. — Bort 3mech pykosTKa, BU-
nute? D10 3acaoHka. Ha ce6g — oTKpBITh, OT ce0sT — 3a-
KpeITh. Eciu 3amép3Here, 3akpoeTe. [lyeT U3 Hero, U3 Ka-
MMHa, CWJIbHO. Tak paHblie ctpovtn!..

MepKypbeB KUBHYIIL.

— Hy, pacnonaraiitech, pacrnonaraitecs!.. Hapomy
Yy Hac HEMHOTO, XWBEM MBI APYKHO, S BaC CO BCEMU II0-
3HAKOMITIO.

JomkHo ObiTh, Bacunuii BacunbeBuy ciierka IporsyJ
JINIIOM, TIOTOMY YTO XO3SIMH 3aCMeSIJICS M TOXJIOMAJ €ro
IO ITUIEYy.

— 2KuBéM, — MMOBTOPMII OH, — HO APYT IPYKKE cTapa-
eMcs He Melnath! BOT ToIbKO ceifuac cmupuTUIecKHe ce-
aHCBI IPAKTUKYEM, a TaK...

— Yro Takoe?..

X03IMH MaxHYyJ PyKOii.

— Camu Bcé yBunute. Bemocumenbl, eciii XoTUTe Ka-
TaThes, B moaBanie. Ckaxere, s qocTaHy. OTabIxaiiTe.

Briienr 1 akKypaTHO IPUKPELT 332 cO00Ii IBEpb.

Bacunuii BacunbeBuu mpuciymaics.
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Huyero He OBLIO CABIIIHO 3a TOJCTBIMU CTEHAMU
CTaporo aoma, fia U Mope HIyMeJo MPSMO 33 OKHOM —
wy-y¢! Iy-yd!..

ITepBbIM N1eJIOM OH B pa3Hble CTOPOHBI OTAEPHYJI ILITO-
pbI — cpasy CTajio CBeTJIee, — OTKPBUI ABEPh Ha OAJTKOH
U BbILIEIL.

Joxnp mepemén B MEJIKYI0 MOPOCh, M HEIOHSITHO
OBIJIO0, CHITIIETCSI 3Ta MOPOCh C HeOeC WY JIETUT OT BOJIH.
Betep HeMHOTO yAETCS, M OYKOBBIN JIEC IIEJIECTEN CITOKOM-
HO, Jierko. BHU3Y 10 1epeBSIHHBIM TOCKaM HACTWJIa KTO-
TO MET — B IJIMHHOM IIJIaIlle ¥ OCTPOBEPXOM KaITIOIIIOHE,
MepKypbeB NoyMall pacCesiHHO: JOJIKHO ObITh, MOHAX
13 OJM3JIeXKaIero MOHACThIPS OTIPABWICS Ha MPUCTaHb
BCTpedath phIdALKyIOo JIOAKY. My TaMoxkeHHy0!.. MoxeT,
HACTOSITENTb BeJiesl IepeaaTh MUChbMO IS eIMCKOIa.

W 3acMmesiiicst ¢ yIOBOJILCTBUEM.

MomHax, enmucKoIl, TAMOXEHHAs JIOAKA TOM ITOXIEM,
HBIPSIONIas HOCOM B BOJIHY, — BCE 3TO TaK JIeTKO U MpH-
SITHO TIPUIYMBIBATh B CTAPOM HEMEIIKOM JIOME Ha B3MOPbe!

Kakue xe Tyt emg roct, o Koropslx Bukrop 3axapo-
BUY CKa3ajl, YTO OHU — napyxHbie?.. KTo emé 3mech Ha-
CIaXIaeTCs XOJOJIOM U HEHACTheM?..

OcTpoBepxasi TeHb Mcue3Jia U3 BUIY, 1 CHOBA HUKOTO.

Hyx#Ho OymeT HempeMeHHO CXOOUTh Ha Masik. U B Jiec!..
HagepHsika B TpaBe 1 OIaBIIMX JUCTHSX €IIE MOXKXHO pa-
3BICKATh YBECUCThIC, KPETIKME OCEHHKE rpUOhI!..

O0enMHM pyKaMM OH CTPSIXHYJI BJary ¢ BOJIOC, 3aIlEN
B KOMHATY U IUTIOXHYJICS B Kpeciio. JIBeph Ha GaJkoH 3a-
KPBIBaTh HE CTaJl, C HACTAXKICHUEM BBITSIHYJ HOTH, OIHY
0 JIPYTYIO CTalIWJI KPOCCOBKH, MIOBO3UJICSI HEMHOTO U 3a-
KpBLT TJ1a3a.

IMepenéTnl Bcerna aaBanuck emy ¢ Tpyaom. Criath B ca-
MOJIETaX OH HE MOT, CMJILHO YCTaBaJI, MeuTaJl TIOOBICTpEe
no0paThCesl.

Ha nacnmoptHoM KOHTpose B byxape oH mportopuan
yaca roJjiTopa — Cpelly IMoJIOCaThIX TIOKOB, SIIIIMKOB, 3a-
MOTaHHBIX TUIEHKON 0ayJ 0B M TPOMOIJIACHBIX JIIOAEH,
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obnuBatomuxcs moToM. [leTm M XeHIIUHBI B OTHEb-
HOIi ouepeny — Kak MoJIOXKeHO Ha Bocroke — Kpuuanu
Y TOMOHWJIM, MYXYUH U3 €ro oYepeayr BceX IMPOITyCTH-
1, a MepkypbeB 3actpsul. OH Bceraa 3acTpeBal Ha 3TOM
MPOKJISITOM KOHTposie!.. YcaThlii MOrpaHMYHUK CHavaia
B OIMHOYKY, a IOTOM, MPU3BaB Ha MOMOIIb COTOBapH-
1Ieii, BCE YTO-TO MCKAJl B €ro HOYTOYKe, TejaedoHe, mac-
ropre.

— 3anpaiéHHoe B33Eb? — CIpallivBall 10 odepeau
KaXIblil U3 cTpaxeil, MepKypbeB 4eCTHO OTBeYaJs, YTO
HMYETo 3alpeIEHHOTO Y HEro HET, HO OHU He OTBSI3JINCh,
T0Ka He OTKPBUIM U HE MPOCMOTPEJIU BCe Marku, Bee daii-
7Bl ¢ pororpadusiMu u gaxe KHUXKY boromonosa «Mo-
MEHT UCTUHBI», CKaYaHHYIO U3 UHTEPHETA.

ITouyeMy-TO KHMXKY CMOTpEJIM OCOOEHHO TIATEILHO,
YYTh HE KXY CTPAHMILY.

MepKypbeB 3Haj, UTO MIIYT OHU «ITOpPHOrpachuio» —
CKOJIbKO pa3 OH JieTaJl, CTOJIbKO pa3 UcKaiu!..

Ot mouckoB «mopHorpadun» Bacunuit BacuibeBuu
COBEPILIEHHO U3HEMOT, HO Ha OOpTYy BCE paBHO HE CIiajl.
[MonyTynky, 00BEIMHUBIIUCH C XXEHITMHAMUA U AETbMU,
IIyMeJId U KpUJasld Mo-y30eKCKH, XOXOTaJIU U Teperopa-
PUBAJIMCh U3 OTHOTO KOHIIA CaJlOHA B IPYTOM.

ITorom mepeesn u3 BHykoBa B IllepemeTheBO, CHO-
Ba CaMOJIET, M BOT, HAKOHEIl, — MOXHO OTKPBITh IBEPh
B OCEHb, BBITSIHYTh HOTH, JIpEMaTh, HUKYAA HE CIEUIUTh
M HUA O YEM HE IyMarTh.

Betep tepebun mTopy, TMXOHBKO MO3BSKUBAIU Jepe-
BSIHHBIE KOJIbIIa, MOPE B3IBIXaJIO, M BPEMSI OT BPeMEHU
1IeJIECTEIN IEPEBbSI.

Xopor1ro 661 HaKpbIThCs. Ha auBaHe yexano cBEpHY-
TOE JIOCKYTHOE OJIEsIJI0, COBEPILIEHHO 3[IeCh HEYyMECTHOE,
HO MepKypbeBy ObLIO JIEHb BCTAaBaTh.

Kaxercst, OH 3aCHyJ U TIPOCHYJICSI OTTOTO, YTO KTO-TO
pasroBapuBaj COBCEM OJIM3KO.

— ...UeM MEHbIlle, TeM JIyullle, — CepAUTO TOBOPUJI
OIWH. — A OHU BC€ MPUOKLIBAIOT!
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— Huxkakoit pazHuiibl, — Bo3paxan Bropoil. — Hao-
6opoT, YeM ux Oosnblie, TeM ynooHeit! Ham ynooneit! Hu-
KTO HE TOJDKEH MOTamaaThCsl.

— Kosnblo HyxXHO 3a0paTh cpasy. UTob ero He ObLIO,
1 BCE TYT.

— Kombiio 3a6epém. D10 51 cam caenaro. [lopyyaTs HI-
KOMY He Oymy.

MepkypbeB OTKpbLT r1a3a. EMy BIpyr mokasanoch, 4To
pa3roBapuBaloT y HETO B KOMHATe.

Yro 3a epynma? Hukoro 3mech HET U OBITh HE MOXET.

CyMepKH CTYCTWJIMCh, OKHA M pacIiaxHyTasl 0aJKOH-
Hasl IBepb CBETJIC]IN B MIpeABeYEpHeii Mrjie, OyATO HEMHO-
IO CBETUJIVICD.

— BpemeHu mano, — mpoaoKan cepauThbes MepBbIit
rojloc. — A TYT M KOJbILIO, ... BCE ocTajgbHOe! A OTCUET
yKe Hayvascs.

— VYcneem, — roBopwt BTopoii. — Bot yBumuiis.

MepKypbeB NMPUIOAHSIJICS W OTJISIAENCS C U3ymie-
HHEM.

Hy Het Hukoro! Kto 3mech MoxeT OBITh?!

OH BcTaJ1, HaIIapUJI KPOCCOBKY M BBIIIIE] Ha OAIKOH.

Ha ynuue 6bu10 cBetieii, 4eM B KOMHaTe, 1 MOpPe ToY-
TH YCIIOKOMJIOCh, HA HEM JieXKajl POBHBIM KEMUYXKHBIN
cBeT. Jlec, HA0OOpOT, MOTEMHEN U HAaABUHYJCS. MepKy-
PbEBY 110Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO B ITyOMHE, 3a N€PEBbSIMU, BO3UT-
Cs M IBUTAeTCsI YTO-TO OOJIbIIOE.

Ilo GpycuaTke cO CTOPOHBI MOPST TTOMHUMAJICS YeJIO-
Bek. OH BEI BeJocuIlea W, 3aMETHUB Ha OajkoHe MepKy-
pbeBa, MPUOCTAHOBUJICS, TIO3MOPOBAJICS M MPOIIET JaTb-
e, K JoMy.

— JloOpslii Beyep, — cKa3san ¢ bankoHa Bacunmii Ba-
CUJTbCBUY.

A 4TO elé cKa3aTh-TO?.. DTO HE BBl TYT ceiiuac pasro-
BapuBaJIX O aejax?

OH TOCTOSJT HEMHOTO, BEPHYJICSI B KOMHATY, 3aAEpHYI
IITOPY, HO IBEPb 3aKPBIBATh HE CTaJl — IyCTh MaXHET J0-
xnéM u mopeM!.. CyMKu, HAOUTHIE BelllaMU, CTOSUTA OIHA
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MOJ IBEPbIO, Apyrasi Bo3jie ctojivka, Ho Bacunuio Bacu-
JIbEBUYY CKYyYHO OBbLIO TyMaTh O Belax.

OOycTpanBaThCcsl — pacKjaabiBaTh 0apaxiio, BHITACKM-
BaTh 3apsIIHUKU, PACCOBBIBATh UX MO PO3ETKaM, BbICTAB-
JISITh K JIBepM OalliIMaku — OH OyzeT 3aBTpa.

OTnycK TOJbKO HAUMHAETCSI, CETOMTHS JaXe He TepBbIi
neHb. OTCUET HAYHETCS C 3aBTpalIHero!..

Kaxercst, Te n1Boe TOXe rOBOPWIN YTO-TO TIPO OTCYET.

Bacwuit BacuibseBud ¢ TpyIoM BBITPOCTaNT M3 TYTOTO
Opioxa CyMKHU YUCTYIO pybaxy u Ge3pa3MepHbIe MOJIOTHSI-
HBIE IITaHBl C KapMaHaMU Ha BCEBO3MOXHBIX MECTax —
OYeHb yIoOHas ITyKa! — OOCHKOM IIPONLIEINA B BAHHYIO
Y OJITO CTOSIT TMOA AyIieM, otorpeBasch. OH M He TOIO0-
3peBajl, UTO CUJILHO 3aMEpP3, TTOKa He BJIe3 MOJ TopSuyIo
Bomy!..

IMotom, mbITasIiCh pa3risiaeTh cedsl B 3aMOTeBILEM 3ep-
KaJie, TPUKUHYJ, OpUThHCS WK He OpuThest. [1o-xopoiemy
crousio Obl, TeM OoJjee... neBylika Kpuctuna, oynymuit
ucropuk u3 KanumnuHrpanma, nmpucyrcrsyet!.. Ho neHb
CTpalHo!..

C oIHOI CTOPOHBI — OYAYIIMI UCTOPUK, C APYroil —
JieHb. M uro nenath?

MepKypbeB pellvyl HU4ero He IeJ1aTh.

He 6yny 6putbesa. OTcUéT HauMHAETCs C 3aBTpaIllHE-
TO JHS.

OH cyHyn 0ocble HOTU B KPOCCOBKM — XOJIOAHBIE
U CJIeTKa BJIaXKHbIE BHYTPU, — 1 9TO JOCTABUJIO €My YIO-
BOJICTBUE.

B mycThiHE HMKTO He XOOUT Ha 6ocy Hory. B mycThI-
He HaJeBaloOT JUIMHHBIE HOCKU U €l1I€ 3ampaBysiioT IITaHbI
B BBICOKIE OOTMHKM, 3aBSI3bIBAIOT MX 1 3alITHYPOBHIBAIOT!..
B mycTeiHEe B caMylo Xapy CUIST B OPe3eHTOBBIX KypTKax
Y TlaHaMax C XECTKUMM TOJISIMU, HENTPEMEHHO MPUKPHI-
BaOIIMMU 11Ie0. MecTHbIE YMEIOT HaMaThIBaTh IJIATKU
Y TPSITIKW, W TaK 3alMIIAIOTCS OT 3HOS, a PUe3Kue eB-
poMeiibl U3BHEMOTalOT, UCTEKAIOT MOTOM, 6€30CTaHOBOY-
HO TIBIOT BOAY, U BCE€ paBHO HUYero He rmoMoraeT. CoxHeT
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BO PTYy, COXHYT IJla3a, B YIIIM ¥ B HOC HAOMBAeTCS MEJIKUI
MeCOK U MOTOM JIOJITO, MecsillaMU, He BbIMbIBaeTcs. Mep-
KypbeB IPOOOBa NMPUHUMATh KaKnue-TO aMepUKaHCKHUe
TabJIeTKU, KOTOpbIe MpoJaBajd KOHTpaOaHAUCTHI. Ta-
0JIETKM 3TM Bpoze Obl BbIIABaJId MOPCKUM ITEXOTUHIIAM,
BowotoluM Ha biauxHem Bocroke, st «BoccTaHOBIIEHUSI
BOIHO-COJIEBOTO OajlaHCa», HO «0ajlaHC» U OT TabJIETOK HE
BOCCTaHaBJIMBAJICS.

D-3x, s xe B otiycke!.. 1 Mon oKHa BBIXOAST Ha MOpe,
B KOMHATe TEMHO U BJIaXHO, 6JIECTUT 1o 6aIKOHOM B CBe-
Te hoHapeit Mokpast OpycyaTka, YTO MOXET OBITh Jiydiie!..

Bacwiumit BacunbeBu4 npurianuia BoJoChl, TOpYaBLIne
B pa3HbIE CTOPOHBI U, TPUXOPOITUBIINCH TAKUM 00pa3oM,
BbIIIIEST B KOPUAOP.

CHM3Y CIIBIIIANIOCH 3BSIKAHBE TOCYIBI U TSHYJIO 3ara-
XOM BKYCHOM €[ibl.

OkassiBaeTcs, ecTb xouetcs!.. Y yxe naBHO xouercs!..
Yro tam Bukrop 3axapoBud rosopui mpo Kode? Moxer,
BBITTUTD 0 YXKMHA, YTOOBI C TOJIOAY HE TIEPEKMHYTHCS?..

— BbI KTO? — cripocusiv U3 yria.

MepKypbeB B3IPOTHYJI OT HEOXKUIAHHOCTH.

TemHOTa B yrity KOpraopa, Kyaa He JoCcTaBajl CBET TOP-
1IepOB, 3allleBeINIach, M U3 He€ BBICTYIMIIA TEMHAs (pu-
rypa.

— BubI He U3 HamMX, — TpoxoyrKania hurypa, He Ipu-
OmKasich. — 3a4eM BBI IIpUeXaiu?

Bacunuit BacunbeBuu ciierka oTKammisics.

— J1oOpblii Beuep, — CKazajl OH IPOMKO.

— 3mech CKOpO HAyHYTCS CEpPbE3HBIE COOBITHUS, —
npoaoskaia durypa. — Bbl xotuTte ObUT cBUIETEEM? ..

— 4 moyxuHatb xouy, — npusHajcsa Bacunuit Bacu-
JnbeBUY. — Pazpemure npencraButbes, MepkypbeB. YH-
KeHep.

®durypa KOJIbIXHYJACh, TEMHOE TIATHO TOTUIBIIO €My
HaBCTpEYy.

— AHTHUNUS, — TIpou3Hecaa urypa.

— TI'me? — He moHs1 MHXeHep MepKypheB.
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— TIlepen Bamu. AHTUIINSL — 3TO . 3aKJIMHATEILHULIA
MOTYCTOPOHHUX cuJil. JlyxoBHast moub yuutesiss CaHTaHHBlI,
nocienoBaTeabHuLA [TypriiTer.

— M-Mm-M, — nipomblyan Bacunuii BacuibeBuu, He
3Hasl, Kak Hy>KHO MIPUBETCTBOBATh MocenoBatebHuIL [1y-
PUINTHI U AYXOBHBIX gouepeit CaHtanbl. — S pap...

OHa BBICTYITIJIA HA CBET M 0Ka3aJ1aCh MOJIOIOM XKEHILIM -
HOM, 001au€HHOI B sipkue 1ejka. Ha n0y y He€, pasyme-
eTcsl, Obl1a TouKa. MepKypbeB IMTOCMOTPEN Ha TOUKY, Iepe-
BEJT B3MJISII U OTISITh TIOCMOTPEJT, HE YIepXKacs.

— BrbI mpurnamieHs! Ha mabdarm?

— Her, — 6bIcTpo cKazan MepkypbeB. — S BooO11Ie-
TO B OTITyCKE.

— 3pmech?! — mopa3wiach nyxoBHast 1oub CaHTaHBI. —
Bot B aTOM MecTe?

— 4 nmoiiny? — mosyBOIpocUTeNIbHO cKaszail Bacunuit
BacunweBnu. — IMoyxunaio?

W He moxunasicb 0TBeTa, CKaTUJICS IO CTYTIEHSIM.

MoxeT, oHa yeneT, mogyMaJ oH kajiooHo. Moxer, 1a-
Oalll Ha3HAYeH Ha 3aBTpa, a Mocje3aBTpa e€ yXe 31ech He
OyneT?.. A 3aBTpa A TyJIsTh MOMAY — C caMOro yTpa M JIo
caMoro Beuepa.

A BOpPYT WX TYT... MHOTO? [IyXOBHBIX OYepeli U CHIHOB
camoro CanTanbi?! Bopyr y Hux Tyt rae3no? M mabair oy-
IeT TIpoucxoauTh B roctuHo#? Torma mpunércss uckathb,
Kylla yexaTb M ye3xarTb, a He xoueTcs!.. MepKypbeB 31ech
YK€ TIPYIKUJICS — BCETo 32 HECKOJIbKO YacoB, U eMy pa-
JIOCTHO OBUIO, YTO JOM COOTBETCTBYET €r0 HACTPOCHUIO
1 XenaHusm!..

M3 sipKo OCBEIIEHHO! TOCTUHOM CIBIIAIUCH TOJIoca,
u Bacunuit BacuibeBud, BOpOBaTO OIISTHYBIIIMCH HA JIECT-
HUILY ¥ YOeIUBIIUCH, YTO TIOTOHU HET, HAIIPABUJICS TyAa.

Kaxk To1bKO OH BOLIEN, BCE OTJISTHYINUCH, M XO3SIMH BOC-
KJIMKHYJI C U3JIUITHUM 3HTY3Ua3MOM:

— Hy Hakonen-to! 3axxnanvce, 3axknganuck. Paspemm-
Te mpenctaBuTh, Bacunmii BacunbeBuu u3 byxapnr. Ce-
TOHS TIpUeXall.
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— Bacunmit BacunbeBnu — Xxopoiiee y30eKCKOe
UM, — cKazaja MOoJIoJasi 1aMa B OOTSTUBAIOIIUX JIKUH-
cax M ¢ pacmylleHHbIMU YEPHBIMU BoJlocaMu. — [ J1aBHOE,
3aTIOMHUTD JIETKO.

MepKypbeB OOBEN B3IJISIIOM OOIIECTBO.

Kpucrtuna, pa3noxuB Ha CTApUHHOM CTOJIe IJIacTMac-
COBBIE IITYKH, YTO-TO Jejiajia ¢ TeJeOHOM, TO JIX JIoMaJa,
TO 1 YMHWIA. MOJIONO YeoBeK ¢ OKJIAIMCTOM YXOXKeH-
HO# GOpOIOii CHIes B Kpecjie Hora Ha HOTY M CMOTpEI,
KaK OHa YMHUT Wiu JiomaeT. YepHoBoJIOCcast U OOTSHYTast
1A U3 BBICOKOTO OOKajla KaKOH-TO KOKTEIIb U ycMeXa-
JIach TOBOJIBHO SI3BUTENIbHO. MePKypbeB MOHSII, UTO YC-
MEXaeTcs OHa Ha ero CYET.

— Hy-c, ¢ KpuctrHoii BbI 3HaKOMBI!.. — GOIPO IIpO-
nomkan Bukrtop 3axapoBuu. KpuctuHa MenbKoM yIIbIO-
HyJIach, HE BBIMTycKas U3 pyK miactMaccok. — Codwsi, —
OH ITOKa3ajl Ha OpIOHETKY, — M3 MOCKBBI, Y HaC BIIEPBLIE,
Kak ¥ Bbl, Bacrmit BacunbeBud. Ctac ToxXe 13 MOCKBHI,
3aHUMAeTCs] KOMITbIOTEpaMu, Halll IIOCTOSTHHBIN TOCTb.

Boponatslit Becesio moxan rieyaMmu, Kak OyaTo co3Ha-
BasiCh B TOM, YTO 3TO CTPaHHO, KOHEYHO, HO — J1a, OH I1O-
CTOSIHHBI TOCTb.

— 3aHuMaeTcsi KOMIIbIOTEpaMu, a PoyTep TO U JEJ0
BUCUT, — npobopmotana KpuctuHa. — B ceTh He BbIii-
TIeITb.

— HyHOo BMecTO BO3AYIIKM HOPMAaTbHYIO TUHUIO TSI~
HyTh, — cKazan Oopomartslit. — S BukTopy 3axapoBuuy
yKe IecsITb pa3 TOBOPWJIL.

— MW kak oHo TaMm, B byxape? — cripocuiia 4epHOBOJIO-
casg Codbs y MepkypbeBa. — AOPMKOCOB MHOTO?

— AOpPHUKOCOB MHOTO M XapKo, — corjlacuics Bacu-
it BacunbeBrd. — A 1e JaloT TO, YTO BBl ITbETe? S ToXKe
X0uy.

— B oydere! — Bckpuuan Bukrop 3axaposud. — Bot
s1, TOJIOBa caloBasi, JaXke He MpenIoxXu!

Bacunuii BacunbeBud ObLT TOPXKECTBEHHO U CO BCSI-
YeCKMMHU U3BMHEHUSIMU MPENPOBOXIEH K OydeTy, rae u3
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MHOX€eCTBa OYTHUIOK MOXHO OBIJIO BEIOpATh JIIO0YIO M Ha-
JIUTh U3 He€. BceBo3MOXKHBIE OOKallbl, (PyXKephl, CTaKaHbI
Y PIOMKM CTOSUIA TYT 3Ke€.

MepKypbeB NMPUKUHYJI, YETO €My XOUeTCsl, ¥ BBIIILIO,
YTO XOYEeTCs JKMHA C TOHMKOM. B HacToigbHOM XO0JI0-
NUJIbHUYKE ObUIM HACTaBJICHBI BCSIKME OAaHKU U OyThLIOY -
KU, ¥ TOHUK cpenu Hux Hamméncs. M mumMoH ObuT TIpUro-
TOBJICH, U JIE B 3aMlOTEBILEM BeI€pKe-TepMoce.

Takcucr ckazan Mpo 3TO MeCTO — nblpa WU TJy-
XOMaHb, Kak-To Tak. Ho Ha abIpy BoBce He ObLIO MO-
xoxe!..

Ceituac, Kkorma ropejy CBeT U ObLIU 3aAEPHYTHI ILITOPHI,
TOCTMHAs Ka3ajach cCaMbIM YIOTHBIM MECTOM Ha 3emuie.
LIBeThl B CTApUHHBIX Ba3aX, BBIIIUTHIC calheTKU, TUBaH
C TIOAyIIKaMU — BCE OYeHb MMJIO, HO HUYETO JIMIITHETO.
Hwu HarpomoxkieHus1 TIbUIbHBIX Oe3/enyliek, beccoBecT-
HO BBIAIONIMX ce0s 3a yKpallleHrue WHTepbepa, HU MOJIH-
3CTEPOBbIX KOBPOB, MPUKUABIBAIOIIUXCS HATYPATbHBIMU,
HU JePMATUHOBBIX KPECE «ITOJ KOXY».

MepKypbeBy 31eCh HPaBUJIOCh.

EMy maxe crakaHbl B OydeTe HpaBWINCh, M OH C YIO-
BOJIBCTBMEM JIyMaJl O TOM, YTO He OIIMOCS ¢ BLIOOPOM, UTO
BuxTop 3axapoBuy 60BIIOI MOJIONEI U XOPOIIIO OB eIé
3aKJIMHATEIbHULA TOTYCTOPOHHUX CUJI TOOBICTPEE Bhlexa-
J1a Ha 1mabain 1 0oJibllie He BO3Bpallaaach.

— VY Hac TyT CKy4YHOBAaTO, HUYEro He CKaXelllb, — ro-
BOpMJI B rocTuHOi BukTop 3axapoBuu. MepKypbeB, Ha-
JIMBast IKVH, IpuciyimmBaics. — Crernuduyeckoe MecTo.
Ho y xaxnoro cBoii BKyc.

— ¥ MeH4 neno, — obbsaBuiia Kpuctuna. — S He nipo-
CTO TaK mpuexaja. MHe JJIeTOM IUIUIOM TUCaTh, a TYT ps-
oM GOpT U 3aMOK CeMHAIIaTOro Beka! Y MeHs TeMa Kak
pa3 «IIpycckas KyabTypa CeMHaIIaTOro-BOCEMHAAIIATO-
ro BekoB». Sl oTtorpadmit mogHabepy. MoXeT, ¢ KpaeBe-
JIlaMU TIOBCTpeydaloch. TyT MyX 1 XeHa TycceH paboTaroT.
ToBopsT, OHM enlé U3 Tex HEMLEB, HY, KOTOpPbIe HACTOSI-
1LIME, TI0CJIE€ BOMHBI OCTA/IUCh.
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— A MHe HUYero He HyXHO, — cKa3aJl 0opomaThiii
Crac. — TosibKo Ha BeJIOCHUIIE/Ie KATaThCsl U Ha AUBaHE Jie-
XaTb. Y MeHs B MockBe paboTa OTBETCTBeHHas, a 31eCh
sl OTABIXaTh X0uy!..

MepkypbeB caenal IJI0TOK — BKYCHO! — M CO cTaka-
HOM B pYK€ BEpHYJICSI B TOCTUHYIO.

— Ecmm 3ackyuaro, cpasy yeny, — MEJIbKOM OTIJISTHYB-
mrch Ha Hero, npoMoiBuia Codwsi. — A Huxkorma He
ObIBalo B Takux MecTax!.. BOT mepBrlif Bormpoc, KOTOphIi
HYXHO cebe 3a1aTh, KOrJa B OTIYCK COOMpaellbcs: YTO
Tam nenath? U ecam oTBeTa HeT, eXxaTh HE CTOMT. A Yy Bac,
noporoit Bukrop 3axapoBud, iejiath, MpsiMO CKaXxeM, CO-
BCEM HEYero.

X0351MH KapTUHHO Pa3BENl pyKaMu.

— Ha Bkyc u uBeT, kak roBopurcs! Jlerom y Hac He
MPOTOJKHYTBCS, JIIOOUTEIM MOPCKUX KYMAaHUN U MPOTy-
JIOK TIpMEe3XaloT U XUBYT Momoary. Mope B IByX Iarax,
BOKDYT HU JyIIH, Jiec U pydeid. TuimHa onsth xe!.. Kto
BecesIbe JIIOOUT, a KTO TUIIUHY, CTIOKOHCTBHE.

— BbI yTO mobute? — HEOXMIAaHHO MHepebuiia ero
Codnst, obpamasich K MepkypbeBy. — TUIIMHY WU Be-
cesbe?

— Becemiock 51 Ha pabore, — ckazaia MepKypbeB. —
Y Hac coBMeCTHBIN MpoekT ¢ kuTaiitiamMu. CriioniHoe Be-
ceJibe.

— A ut0? — 3amHTepecoBaiics Crac.

Bacunuit BacunbeBuy moxkan ruieyaMu:

— Hapon oHu... cBoeoOpa3Hbiil. M I3bIK y HUX CBOEO-
OpasHblii. TaM, rae pa3sroBapuBaOT TPOE KUTANIIEB, HAX0-
IIUTHCSI HEBO3MOXHO!.. A T1e necsTh, Boobiie!..

— JlpeBHssa paca, — 3ametmna KpucruHa. — f3bIK
TOXe IPeBHUIA, TOHOBBIN. HallleMy yxy Kaxercs, 4To OHU
BCE BpeMs OOIIAIOTCS Ha TMOBBIIIEHHBIX TOHAX, a 3TO CO-
BceM He Tak. [IpocTo ocobGeHHOCTh TaKasl.

— Hamemy yxy Kaxercsl, YTO OHU BOT-BOT MOIAEPYT-
csl, — noaTBepaua MepKypbeB U mozces K Heid. — Yrto
a10 Takoe? Yto BBl nemaere?
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— [Ilouunsio Bukropy 3axapoBuuy tenedon, — Kpu-
CTHHA CHOBA MPUHSIACH 32 CBOM TJIACTMACCKU. — Y HETO
BCE BpeMs aKKyMYJISITOP BBIBAJIMBAETCSI.

OHa coeMHSsIIa KaKUe-TO YacTH, KOTOPbIE TO U JeJIO
CHOBa pa3BaiuBainch. Ha eBoii pyke y He€ ObLT BCE TOT
K€ MEPCTEHb — OTPOMHBIN 3e€HbIN M1a3. Y MepKypbeBa
OH TI0YEMY-TO BBI3bIBAJI TPEBOTY.

— BrIOpocuTths Hago TeaedoH BMECTE C aKKyMYJIsSITO-
poM, — Bbickazajcs Crac. — 4 Bukropy 3axapoBuuy cTo
pa3 roBopu. Thl BCE paBHO ero He mouuHuIb, Kpuc.

— Ecam Tenedon npoussenn Kutaiipl, — ckasan Ba-
cuinii BacuiabeBUY M TOCTAaBUJI CTaKaH C JKMHOM Ha
CTOJI, — TOYHO HE MOYMHUTE.

— Ilouemy 310?!

— Mox#o s B3rsiHy? [loToMy 4TO y HUX BCE OMHO-
pasoBoe, y kutaiilieB. TenaedhoHbl 0gHOpa3oBble, OOTUH-
K1 OTHOPA30BbIe, MAIIMHBI U TO omHOpa3oBbie. [lounH-
Ke He TojIexar.

— B nBamuaTth mepBoM Beke XuUBEM, — MpoTsHyaa Co-
(bbs1, npucTpanBasich Ha TUBaH, — U BCE MIPO KaKylO-TO
TOYMHKY Pa3roBOphI BeAEM! YK B HOBOM TBHICSUYENIETUH,
HaBepHOE, MOXHO CO cTapbéM He Bo3UuThes1?! BoiOpocuTh
€ro Ha NMOMOWKY, a HOBO€ KYITUTb.

MepKypbeB NTPUKIIAABIBA APYT K APYTY IJIACTMACCKU
1 MeJIbKOM B3MISIHYN Ha Codblo.

— TIpobpocaemcsi, — cKaszasl OH, — €CJIU MPOIOJIKUM
BBIOPACHIBATD.

— B kakom cwmbicie?!

— Tak Bemb MUp B TynuK 3amién, — oobsicHUI Bacu-
it BacuibeBrd. OH MHOTO pa3 06 3ToM myman. — Huue-
TO He JeJlaeTCs Haloaro, ¢ rapanTueit. Bc€, uro mpuxoout
B HETOAHOCTh, HEMeIIeHHO BblOpackiBaetcs! [ne pasme-
CTUTbH CBAJIKM, YTOOBI OHM BMEIAJIM BCE BHIOPOIIEHHOE?
I'ne B34TH pecypchl Ha HOBoe? 3emilio, BOLY, JIEC, XKeJle3-
Hy10 pyay?.. MHe Ha JeHb POXIACHUS TIOJAPUIIN IPEib, —
TYT MepKypbeB MoymMal 1 100aBUjl, — KUTAaHCKOTO MPOU3-
BoncTBa. [1pu mepBoil MOMBITKE TPOCBEPIIUTD IBIPKY APETb
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ciaomanack. Sl maxe momymai, 4To OHa HyXHa, JTOJDKHO
OBITh, HE TSI TOTO, YTOOBI TBIPKKU CBEPJIMTh, a YTOOBI OHA
obuta. IIpocTo y MeHsI ecTh Ipesb, a CBEPJIUTh €10 HEOO0sI-
3aresibHO! S mombiTalicsl €€ MOYMHUTh, HO OHA TaK YCTPO-
€Ha, YTO U3-3a ITyCTsIKa — TMPHUBOJ MMOJIeTe]l — MOYNHUTD
€€ HeJb3s1, TOJIbKO BBIOPOCUTh. Bech MexaH13M BHIOPOCUTD,
C MOTOPOM, CO BCEM METAJIJIOM, 13 KOTOPOTO OHa cieiaHal..

— Yucrylo npaBmy roBopure, — Mouepxai ero Buk-
Top 3axapoBud. — Kak x03siMH moaTBepxkaio!

— MpbI B HallIMX yCTAHOBKAax 1IeJible CEKIIMU BbIpe3a-
€M, TTIOTOMY UTO KJIalaHbl JIETSIT, HO TIOMEHSITh UX HEJlb-
3s1, ¥ Bc€ TyT!.. BeiOpachiBait Bech 0s1ok! U Tak Bezne. Dto
Ha3bIBAEeTCsI — CTUMYJISAINS cripoca. Yem OoJiblie BHIOpa-
CBHIBAIOT, TeM OOJIbIIIe MMOKYIAIOT, CJIeI0BaTeIbHO, OO0JIb-
111e TTIPOM3BOIST.

— Ckykora kakast! — 3eBHyna Codbs.

— Ectb k71€1i? — cripocun MepKypbeB y X039MHA. —
Jlro6oii! Ceityac BOT ctola KallHeM, U KaKoe-TO BpeMs
MPOIEPKUTCS.

— Cnacu6o, Bacwmmii Bacribesuy!..

— A BBI IpsiM pa3bupaetech, 1a? Bo Bcex aTux mrykax?

MepKypbeB AOTUJ JKWH, IOCMOTpPEN B CTaKaH U MOJy-
MaJ, 4to emg xoueT. Hamo HamuTh.

— Pykamu ymeete paborats? [aiiku kpytuts? — Co-
(bsT HETIOHSTHO YIBIOATACH.

— VMerw, — npusHaics MepkypbeB. — U nro6ito0.

— Sl-acHeHbKO, — TIpOTSHYyNa OoHA. — Bwl Monmesb
MPONLUIOrO0 — YeJOBEeK YXBAaTUCTBIA. DTa Mojesib Oblia
B MOJIe, KOT/Ia CYUTAIOCh, YTO pPabOTaTh pyKaMM HE TOJIb-
KO MOJIE3HO, HO U HeoOXxonumo. 2KeHIlMHa 10KHa Oblia
YMETb ILIUTh U BSA3aTh, a My>KUMHA PEMOHTUPOBATh Malllk-
HY ¥ MEHSITh pakoBuHy!.. Ceiiyac 3T0 CMEIITHO!

Buxrop 3axapoBuy cOOKY B3IJISIHYJI Ha HE€ M CITPOCUIT
OCTOPOXHO:

— Oryero xe... CMEIHo?

— Hy, rnyno! — moxaina miedamu Codbsi. — Hy Komy
MOXET MTOHAZOOUTHCS TO, UTO CIIMTO CBOMMHU pyKamm?!
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Wnm xomy nipuaér B rosioBy pakoBuHY MeHsTh?! Hy, camu-
To monymaiTe! Iy 3TOro ecTh OTIE/IbHbIE IO, CIIeL-
aJIMCThI, OHU BCE 3a Bac CAeJaloT.

— TIne B34TH KJ1€I1? — cripocus MepKypbeB, KOTOPOMY
HaJoes 3TOT pa3roBop.

BukTop 3axapoBu4 pagocTHO cKasas, YTO B MacTep-
CKOI1, OH ceityac TpuHecéT, MepKypbheB BO3pa3uil, YTO
JIyYilie caM CXOIUT, U OHU YIIUIU BMECTE.

— Her, BooO111e OH mpaB, — 3aAyMUYnBO cKa3ajia Kpu-
ctuHa. — [ToYMHUTH HA caMOM JieJie HUYero HeJib3sl.

Codbst MaxHyJ1a pyKOH.

— Hy u 4t0?.. DTO BC€ Takas epyHzaa, ITOAyMaelllb!
[IpocTo oH xo4eT, 4TOO ero CYUTAIN YMHBIM.

— Kro cunran? Mur?! — ynuswiace Kpucruna, u Co-
(b TOKPOBUTETBCTBEHHO €1 YIBIOHYIACh.

— Bur emg neBuymka coBceM, — u CodbsI ciesana He-
KO€ IIBIDKEHME, CJIOBHO HaMepeBalach MOTPEIaTh CTyIeHT-
Ky 1o 1I€yke, HO B MOCJEIHUI MOMEHT repenyMana. —
Mmnororo He 3HaeTe. OCOOEHHO PO MYKUMH. A MyX4MHa
OT BCEX OCTAJIbHBIX Pa3yMHBIX CYILIECTB OTJIMYAETCS TEM, UTO
TTOJDKEH TTOCTOSTHHO TIPOM3BOIUTH BIeUaT/ieHue!

— BT0 OT KaKUX Xe — OCTaJIbHBIX pa3yMHbIX? — OC-
Benomuiicsi Crac sneHuBo. — Hy, XeHIIWMHBI, HOMy-
CTUM, TOXE pasyMHble! 3amMeTbTe, s cCKa3al — JOIMyCcTUM!
A ocTajbHbBIE KTO?

Codbst MaxHyJIa HA HETO PyKOM.

— 4 HemaBHO MpouuMTaiia B UHTEPHETE, YTO Ha NECSATh
KEHIIUH TIPUXOJUTCS JEBSITh MYXUYUH, 3TO HAyYHBIN
dakt! Y3 3TUX OeBITH TPOe BIOJHE MPUTOMHBIE B XKU3-
HU 0co0H, Tpoe CTpagaloT UHTUMOGOOUE U oCTaBIlIUe-
CsI TPO€ HEMPEMEHHO aJIKOTOJIMKM WY €€ YTO... TIOXYXe.
Tak BOT 3TH Tpu 0coOU, KOTOpPble HOPMaJbHbIE, UMEIOT
OTPOMHBIN BBIOOP — aX M3 AEBITU XEHIINH!

Kpuctuna B3noxHyna. Eit He HpaBwIMCh paccyXIeHust
Codnu, a ¢ MepKypbeBbIM OBLIIO MHTEPECHO. ..

— U Ha Bcex Hac, Ha BceX OHU XOTST MTPOU3BECTH BIIe-
yaTieHne! MbI-To, JeBYIIKHU, Bce Toaxonsiue! Bor onun
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Y CTapaloTCs KTO BO YTO ropas3i — KTO YMHOTO U3 ce0sI CTpo-
WT, KaK 3TOT... UHxXeHep. KTo KkpacoTy HaBogMT, — U OHa
HeOoXHIaHHO rmonMurHyina Cracy, — a HEKOTOpbIe Ha IeHb-
v ynop nenatot. Korna y Myxuka neHer MHOTO, OH YBEPEH,
yTO MOXeT Bc€ KynuTh! He To uTo rapem, miaanery Mapc!
Ecnu emy oxorta, KOHEUHO.

— Ilnanera Mapc He npoma€rcsi, — MPOUHOOPMUPO-
Baj Crac, KOTOpOro cljierka 3aejio 3aMe4aHue O HaBeie-
HUM KPACOTHI.

— Jla s He 00 3TOM.

Kpuctuna nocmotrpena Ha aBepb. Uto 310 Bukrop 3a-
XapoBUY C MHXXEHEPOM He BO3BpalalOTCs?..

Ei1 xopoiro u Becesio XWUJIOCh B IOME Ha B3MODLE,
U BCe HPABUJIUCh — U CTAPUK-XO3SUH, U YXOXEHHBII
Crac, 1 BHOBb NMPUOBIBIINN TOCTh MOHPABUJICS TOXE.
IMocne CodhbUHBIX pacCcyXIeHUIl OHA cTaja AyMaTh...
B IPYIyI0 CTOPOHY, M 2Ta CTOpOHa ObLIa €il... Hempu-
SITHA.

Boponatelii KOMIBIOTEPIIMK — CUMITATUIHBINA, HO —
rpaBa CTOJIMYHAs IITy4YKa — HUKOTO HE 3aMevaeT, 3aHU-
MaeTcsl TOJIbKO coboit. Co BUepallHero JHsS B TPETUM pa3
MEHSIET HapsIIbl M TO U JIEJI0 PACCMAaTPUBAET B 3epKajie CO0-
CTBEeHHYI0 0opony. 1omkHo ObITh, 00poa Obljla HEAABHUM
npuodbpeteHreMm, u Crac K Hell emE He MPUBBIK — Kak
K 1100011 HOBOI Bemu!.. Bripoyem, My>K4rHBI ceityac mod-
TH BCE TaKue.

WUnxenep He takoii. Bo-mepBrix, 6€3 6opomsl. Bo-
BTOPBIX, OJIET TaK, YTO Cpa3y SICHO — B 3epKaJlo Ha cebst
OH He CMOTPUT HUKOrAa. B-TpeTbux, He manaH, Kakux
y He€ Ha Kypce TIOJIHO, U He CTapuK, JieT OKOJIO COpOKa,
HaBepHoe. W mpusTHeIiA!.. Beicokuii, momkapeiii, CJI0B-
HO Ha COJIHIIE TIOJICYLLIEHHBIN, pyKn Kpacubble — Kpu-
CTMHA CMOTpeJia Ha €ro pyKu, KOrga OH PEeMOHTHUPO-
Bas tenedoH. U paccyxnaer uHtepecHo!.. 1 He moxoxe,
yto xBocT pacnyctwi! Mau... pacnyctun, a Kpucruna
npocto He moramanach?.. Codbsl BOT cpa3y Joramajiach,
a oHa HeT?..

25



— He paccrpauBaiics, — nykaBo ckasana Codbsi, Ha-
OJtoaBIlIas 32 IEBYOHKOM, — BCE MY>KMKU OHUM MUPOM
MaszaHbl 1 BCE CBOJIOYM.

— 41 nymato BoBce HE O MYXMKax, — Pe3KO OTBETUJIA
Kpuctuna. — A 06 yxuHe!

— Hy xoHeyHO, — OKOHYaTeJbHO pa3Becesniach
Codns.

OHa BHUMaTeJIbHO HabJII01a1a U 3aTTIOMUHAIA KaXIyI0
MeJloub. Y He€ Oblla TPEHMpPOBaHHAs MaMsTh HAa MeJIO-
YU ¥ ToiaMM BbIpabOTaHHas MpUBbIUKa. BripoueM, 3mech,
B IpUOANITUIICKON OCEHHE! IIyIn, HaO01aTh OBLIO He-
CJIOXKHO — Ha He€ HUKTO He oOpalliajl BHUMaHUS, U JIIOIU
OBLIM TIPOCTHIMU U TIOHATHBIMU, BOH Kak cTyneHTka! Uc-
TOPTUTH €i1 HacTpoeHne H1uuYero He ctout, u Codbs gaxe
HEMHOI'O packamBajach, YTo McIopTuia. Bripouem, oHa
enlé He COCTaBMIa O CTYIEHTKEe OKOHYATEJIbHOTO MHEH U,
CJIeoBaTeIbHO HYXXHO TPOIOJIKATh HaOM0OAeHEe, He OT-
BJIeKasiCh HA HEHYXHbIE SMOLIMU.

He ob6pamats BHUMaHUS HA SMOILIMY, TaBUTh U AYIIUTh
nx B cebe Codbsl yMena ¢ IeTCTBa.

IToxanyii, TToKa TOJBKO XO3SMH OB €ii TTOHSTEH,
CJIOBHO OHa 3HaJla ero JaBHbIM-IaBHO. 3Haja U HEHABU-
nena. JIylmmTh 3Ty HEHaBUCTh He ObLIO HEOOXOIMMOCTH,
OHa ObLJIa XOJIOAHON U JIUIIKO#, KaK 3a0bIThIM Ha Oanko-
He 000IHbII Kiiei. Eciu Bc€ moinéT Kak 3ariaHupoBaHo,
OHa BHIIIBBIPHET HEHABUCTb U3 CO3HAHUS — TOJIACT HO-
roii BeI€pKo, 1 OHO — TIO! — yJETUT C OajKoHa!

BepHynuch X0351MH ¢ UHXEHEPOM, OYeHb JOBOJIbHbBIE
Ipyr npyroM. MepKypheB IOMCKa I1a3aMM CBOI CTakaH,
o0pasioBascs, YBUIEB €ro, U OTIPaBWICS 3a HOBOI TOp-
e mKuHa.

Buxrop 3axapoBuu paccMarpuBasl TejaedOH, LOKaj
SI3BIKOM 1 YTBEPKAAJ, UTO KPBIIITKA AEPKUTCS KaK BIUTAs.

— Bbl moka nopoxaute, — ckazan MepKypbeB, MOsIB-
JII5Ich. — MUHYT ABaaiaTh €ro He TporaiuTe.

TMonomeén K nBepu, OTKUHYJI IITOPY U MOTSHYJ YyTyH-
HYIO PYKOSITKY.
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— Iy-yd, — cka3ano HEBUAMMOE B TEMHOTE MOpe, —
my-yo!..

Bacunmii BacunbeBnu BhILIENT HA KaMEHHYIO Teppa-
Cy, BIOXHYJI TIOJIHOW IPyIbI0 U TTOCMOTpEN BBEpX. TEM-
HOe HeOO MPOIJISIIBIBAJIO CKBO3b PBaHbIE O0JIaka, 1 Iaxe
3BE3/y YAaJ0Ch pa3misiieTh B 00J1a4HOM Mpomesibke. Ba-
cunuii BacunbeBuY yabIOHYIICS 3BE3E.

OH ObLT HE CEHTUMEHTAJIEH, HO TYT YJBIOHYJICS — CO-
ckyumics. B Byxape 3BE€31b1 ObUTH sIpKU€, KPYITHBIE, 0113~
Kue, OyaTO HapUCOBaHHbBIE HA TeaTpalbHOMN JeKOopaluu,
n3obpaxaroleit He60. A TYyT KPOXOTHBIE, €Ba 3aMETHBIE,
JpoKaiie — CBOM.

— Bawm 3necw HpaBuTca?

OH ornsinyacst. YepHoBosiocast Codbst cTosIIa CIipaBa,
00JIOKOTHUBIIIMCH O OATIOCTPay Teppachl, U pacCMaTprBa-
Jla ero ¢ KaKUM-TO, KaK eMy MOKa3aJloCh, MPAKTUIECKUM
MHTEPECOM.

— Her, npocto uHTepecHo, — MpojaoKaia oHa, Mo-
TOMY YTO OH MEIJTUJI C OTBETOM. — 311eCh K& HMUYEero Het!
Wi y Bac Tyt nama cepaua? M Bbl iBUTMCH HAa cBUaHUE?

— S B oTmyck.

— W npsiMo Bech OTIycK 31ech npocuaute?! Boiaepx-
K1 XBaTuT?

— Sl 3akanéHHblil, — npusHajicss MepkypbeB. — Mory
BbIIEPXKATh MHOTOE.

— B Toii cropone masik. — Codbsl ToKa3ana 60KaJIoM
B TEMHOTY. — Takoe poMaHTMYHOE MeCTO!

— Ja?

OH [OJIKEeH MPUIIACUTh €€ Ha pOMAaHTUYECKYIO ITPO-
T'YJIKY K Masiky, a He CrpallluBaTh «aa» win «Het»! [Toue-
My He TIpurjamaeT?

— K crony! — nosBan u3 noma Bukrtop 3axapoBuu. —
CeMb 4acoB, BpeMd yxKuHal..

— TloiinéMre? — mpemioxwn MepkypbeB. — O4eHb
€CTb X04UeTcs.

Codbst paccepauiach U cKazaja, YTO OHa eIIE «I0-
IBIIIUT», @ 3TOT MYXJaH HEOTECAHHBIM YIIENT B moM!..
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IlepcriekTBa KOPMEXKM Tepecryinia pOMaHTUIECKUI
HUHTEpecC.

B cTosi0Boit rocTeit BcTpedana 03aboyeHHas KEHIIM-
Ha B TEMHOM I1JIaThe ¥ KPOXOTHOM KPY>XeBHOM TIepeaHNY-
ke. Bacunusg BacuiabeBuya mopasuiio, 4To Ha pyKax y Heé
ObUIM Oesible IETKOBbIE MepYaTKU.

— Hamra Geouka-XJ10mOTYyHbsI, Hallla X03siiKa, Halll
obGeper, Hail goMamrHuii reanit Hunens ®EnopoBHa, —
1 Bukrop 3axapoBu4 MOKJIOHWJICS XEHIIWHE, OYEHb 1Ie-
PEMOHHO.

MepKypbeB pelni, 4To Y HUX, TOJDKHO OBITh, TaK IIPH-
HSITO, M Ha BCSIKWI CIydail ToXe TTOKJIOHUIICS.

— byner te6e, Buxkrop 3axapoBuu. [Ipoxogute u 3a-
HUMaiiTe J1I000J CTOJ, MOJIOA0H YesioBeK. ToNMbKO BOT TOT,
0oJIbIIION, AOOHMPOBAH.

BukTop 3axapoBud4 U3MEHUJICS B JIULIE.

— CeronHs1? — CIIPOCUJI OH, ¥ TOJIOC Y HETO JIPOTHYII.

ZKeH1rHa ropecTHO KUBHYJIA U 3aTOPOIUIIACh:

— Tlpoxomute, mpoxomute!.. MBI TOTOBUM BCETO IO
JIBe-TPU 3aKyCKM U HECKOJIbKO TOPSYMX OJIION, HO Yy Hac
o4eHb BKycHO! BoT kapTouka, moCMOTpUTE, YET0 BaM XO-
yeTcst!

DTO NeWCTBUTENBHO OblIa KapToyKa, a HUKAKOe He
MEHIO — BJIOKEHHBI B PUTYPHOTO TUCHEHUS KAPTOH JIN-
CTOK TOHKOM XpycTKoi 6ymaru. Ha nuctke kammurpacdu-
YeCKMM TTOYEPKOM BbIBEACHBI Ha3BaHUSI KyILIAHUIA.

MepKypbeB IMpOYNTaI BCe Ha3BaHUSI 1 CTJIIOTHYJI TOJIOM -
HYIO CJTIOHY.

T'octn pa3MecTUINCh B CTOJIOBOH CEAyIOIIMM O0pa-
3oM: K Kpucrune noxacen Crac, Codbst ycrponiachk B 0u-
HOYECTBE, a IMOTOM B ABEPSIX 3allleiecTeso, TMOSBUINCH
Pa3HOILBETHbIE OJIMKU, CJIOBHO MPOBEPHYJICS KaJIeIOCKOTT
C LIBETHBIMU CTEKJIBIIIKAMU, U TIOKa3adach AHTUIIHS.

— TIIpuBercTByl0 Bac, coOpaBiuecss K Tparmese, —
MPOBO3IJIACHUJIAa OHA TPYIHBIM TOJIOCOM.

Bce cMoTpenu, kak oHa UAET K CBOEMY CTOJIy — pa3HO-
LIBETHBIE I1IeJIKa pa3BeBaIUCh, BHICOBBIBAJICS OCTPBIA HO-
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COK MePCUACKON Ty(JM, pacIIMTOM KeMIyraMu U KaMme-
HbsIMM, JeTen Huieiid. B cTonoBoli 0TYETIMBO 3amaxjio
0JIaTOBOHUSIMU.

— MHe nanuy ¢ yTMHOR HOXKOM, — cKa3all MepKy-
pPbEB TOMOITPABUTEILHUIIE, TOXKE IMPOBOXKABIIEH TIa3aMu
BelyHblo. — U neyeHb mo-0epJIMHCKU ¢ KapTOIIKOM.

— C mope, — monpasuia Ta, MOMEHTAJIBHO OTBJIEKA-
SICh OT CKa30YHOTO BUAeHUSI. — A Ha 3akycky? He orka-
3pIBaliTeECh, TOMIPOOYIiTE BCero! Y Hac nBa moBapa, Majib-
yuK u aeBouka. CrnenayibHo u3 KanuHuHTpaga e3asrt no
odepenu, B YUWINIIE O0yJIaroTCs, OTIIMIHUKN!. .

Bacunuii BacunbeBru pasBecenuics.

— Torma canat ¢ pakoBHIMU IIeHKaMu, — PELINII
oH. — Pa3 yx ominuHukm!..

— Ceitgac Bc€, BcE mogagum!..

M3 KyXoHHO#1 nBepu rokazajicsi opUIIMaHT, TOXE CO-
BCEM MaJIBYMIIKA, ¥ CTAJl OOXOIUTDH FOCTEM.

— CerogHsi, — Ha BCIO KOMHATy OObsIBUJIa Belly-
Hbsl, — Hac noceTuT ayx MMmmanymna Kanra. Mue 6b110
BUEHUE.

— Bpl He obpamaiite BHuMaHusi, Bacunuii Bacuibe-
BMY, — TPOLIENTAJ, YCaKUBasICh PIOM, X03duH. — OHa
cmupHas! Tak, B30penaeT uro-HUOyab B rosoBy! Ho mMbl
MOABITPBIBAEM, YTOO YK OHA HA HAC HE CEpPaUIaCh.

— Bwr?

XO035IMH B3I0XHY:

— 4 u... Bce roctu. M1 morom — 310 3a6aBHO! A BOT
paHblile HUKOT/A C TyXxaMy He o01acs.

MepKypbeB B3IJISTHYJI Ha XO3SIMHA.

— [Jla He mopyMmaiite HMYero Takoro, boxe coxpanu!..
DT0 Xe ceityac MOIHO — TagaHus pa3HbIe, TyXU, IKCTpa-
ceHcbl. BoH y HUX, y MaroB, naxe crieliajibHasi KoHpe-
peHiusa npoxoauT B CBerioropcke. TeneBumaeHue mnpue-
XaJlo, XXypHaIucThl co Bceir Poccuun. M Hama... — BukTop
3axapoBU4 KUBHYJI B CTOPOHY AHTUITMH, — TOXE Y4aCTBY-
eT. OHa IPU3HAHHBIN Mar U... KaKk OMIlb... 320bL1...

— Konnyn, — nmonckasan MepkypbeB.
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— Jla He-ert!..

— Bamnup.

— Jla ny-y-y!..

— Benbmak.

— Memuym! — BeiroBopui Bukrop 3axapoBud. — Yto
BBI MeHsI cOuBaete?! OHa Mar 1 MmeauyM! PasroBapuBaet
C TyXaMu.

— O 4yéM? — moMHTepeCcoBaJICSI UHXEHED.

— Jla BBl camMM BC€ cMOXeTe yBMAETb! — moobe-
IIAJI XO3SIMH ¢ 9HTy3ua3MoM. — [Ipsimo ceronmust! CeaH-
Chl y HAac B TOCTMHOM MPOXOAST. MBI TaM CBET racum,
IITOPHl 3aKphIBaeM, MOCTUraeM HeOOXOAMMOI obcTa-
HOBKM.

— Hy, 3a Bac u 3a myxoB, — cKa3ajl MepKypbeB U OlI-
HUM TJIOTKOM JIOMUJI OCTAaBIIMICS B CTaKaHe KUH.

OH Kak pa3 Joefa cajlaT ¢ paKOBBIMH IlIefiKaMu, OKa-
3aBILMICS MPEBOCXOAHBIM, KOTIA MPOU30IILI0 HEOXKMIAH-
HOE COOBITHE.

AHTUIIMS BAPYT YPOHUJIA JIOXKY, KOTOPOI KOBBIpsiIa
B CTaKaHe C YeM-TO 3eJIEHBIM, BCKUHYJIA TOJIOBY, 3aMep-
J1a, a TOTOM MEJIEHHO TTOAHsIa 00€ pyKM K BUCKaM U cla-
BWJIA TOJIOBY.

— OH yXe 31ech, — BBITOBOPMJIa OHA TPOMKO.

MepKypbeB, 3aMHTEPECOBABIINCH, IEpPecTal XKeBaTh
1 mocMoTpea Ha Bukropa 3axapoBuua.

— Kro 310 3m€Ch? — CIpoCcUiI OH OTHUMM IyO0aMul. —
Jyx KanTa sBuscst paHbliiie BpeMeHU?

— Her, HeT, — 03a004Y€HHO OTBETUJ XO35IMH. — TyT
YTO-TO APYToe.

U mocremHo nogHsuIcs.

— OH rpanér, — nponokana AHTUIINS. — S CIIBILTY
maru. 5 Buxy Tenu. 'omoca! Ceiiuac rpssHyT rojocal..

B nonHol TMIIMHE MpOoIIIa CeKYHIa, Apyrasd...

— Hy, nobporo BceM Bedepa, — IpSIHYJIO B IBEPSIX TaK,
yto Bacunuit BacunbeBuu B3aporuyi. — A g AymMaro, 4ero
9TO0 HaC HUKTO He BcTpevaeT?! A B TIOpsire YKHMH IO pac-
MUCaHUIO!..
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JBa MyxXKKa, IOpa3sUTEILHO MTOXOXKUE APYr Ha apyra,
B a0COJIIOTHO OJMHAKOBBIX KOCTIOMAax U TajJICTyKaX, BBa-
JIMJIACH B CTOJIOBYIO, IZIE MOMEHTAJIBHO CTaJIO0 TECHO U HeE-
YeM IBIIIATh.

— A rae Xo391H-T0?

— IIpuBetrctByio! — BukTop 3axapoBU4 ITOLIET UM
HaBCTpeuy, BUI Y Hero ObLI pactepsiHHbI. — Kak pas
K CTOJy.

— TlocTonoBaTbcsi MBI BCEraa paabl, — IPOXPIOKA
OIIMH U3 MY>KUKOB.

OHU U BIIPSIMb OBLIY TTOXOXU HAa CBUHEW — OTKOPM-
JIEHHbIE, TJIaJKKe, CJIerKa IEeTUHUCTbIE. BbhipasuTenbHble
MSITaYKU ¥ 3aKPYIEHHBIE XBOCTHI.

— Jlo6po noxanoBatb, Ainekcanap ®émopopuy!

— [la nmagHO Tebe, oTel, — OKOHYATEJbHO pa3Bece-
micst cBuH. — Ouku npotpu! GEmopeld — 3TO OH, a S
Huxonaesuu!.. UBan Hukonany s!

— Ilpoxonute, MbI TOCTSIM BCeTna pasbi!..

— Jla xakue e MbI TocTd, oTel! Mbl, cuuTait, yxe xXo-
3sieBa, a?! — UM CBMHBI BHOBb PaOCTHO 3aXPIOKAJIU.

MepkypbeB TIpuHsIICA xebarh Jamniry. OHa Oblia or-
HEHHasl, 30JI0TUCTAs!, U3 PO3PAYyHOTro OYJILOHA B 3BE3/104-
Kax HaBapa BBITJISIAbIBaIA OOapasi yTMHAsT Hora.

Ero pemmurenbHO, y>X TOYHO, YK HUKAaK HE MOIJIO Ka-
caThbCs MPOUCXOsIIee, HO JTIOOOMBITCTBO, OTYETO-TO CME-
LIaHHOEe ¢ O6ecrokoicTBOM, pazoupaiio. [IpoTuB Boiu OH
TO ¥ JIeJ0 OIJISIABIBAJICS Ha BBICOKME ABEPH, 3a KOTOPHIE
BuxkTop 3axapoBuu yBIE€K BHOBbH IpHOBIBIIMX. OTTyma
pa3maBaJiICh HEIPUBBIYHO TPOMKHUE rojioca — Kyaa Tam
KuTaiiam!..

— ...IloyxxunHaem, 1oka BcE ropsiuee, a 3aBTpa 3a jaeJia.

— ...Ham paccuxuBatbcst HEKOTa, OTell, Yero TSHYTh,
Koria Jeio, cunTai, caenano!.. Jla He npeiidb, 3axapbiy,
IepXu XBOCT IrctoneroM! MBI TeOst He oouaum!

— Her, Her, noyxxuHaem cHavaa.

— Jla 4€ ThI 3anamui-1o0? MEI yXe B IPWINIHOM Me-
cTe ToykuHamnu!..
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— [Ilpunuia 6ena, — ckaszana, mpuHUMast y MepKypbe-
Ba Tapenky, Hunens @EémopoBHa. JIuiio y He€ moTeMHeo,
noctapesio. — S Bc€ He BepuIa...

— Yro Takoe?

— Ilpomaér nom Ham Bukrop 3axapoBud, — BBITO-
BOpWJIa TOMOTIPABUTEIbHUIIA U BCs TepeKocuiach. Buj-
HO, CIAEpXXMBaThCs eil Obuto Hejerko. — CoBceM mpoja-
€T, OKOHYATEJILHO.

— 3auem?

I'maza y HuHenu Hanuauch ciae3aMu, U OJHA BCE Xe
MPOJIMJIACh, KaltHyJIa B TAPeJKy.

— He cnipaBnsiercst, — ¢ cepaiieM ckaszaina oHa. — Hu-
Kak He cripaBisercs. ['oBopur, crap ctai, cuia HeT. Mbl
BCe eMy MoMoraeM, Kak MoxeM, a oH... Bunure? I1pona-
ér. ! xomy! Dtum!..

B tapenky kanHyna eu€ ogHa ciesa.

MepkypbeB MoIUyaj, He 3Hasl, YTO CKa3aTh.

— Bul MeHsT u3BMHUTE, — crnioxBatmwiach Hunens Mé-
nopoBHa. — YTo-T0 4... packucia. Bel TyT HU TIpu 4€M, BRI
otabixath puexanu!.. Ceituac ropsiuee mouam.

Bacunmii BacunbeBru mpoBoau €€ riiazaMu.

Bot te6e Ha!.. [Toxoxuii Ha aHTJIMIICKOTO ITOMEITNKA
XO3SIMH TIPOAAET TaKOW CJIABHBIN, TaAK XOPOIIO YCTPOECH-
HBII ToM Ha B3Mopbe! A Bacmimii BacuibeBuu yxke Ha-
IyMaJl, Kak yepe3 Ton MpUeaeT BHOBb — B TaKOM Xe€ JI0-
KIJIMBOM HOSIOpE, M BCTPETUTCS C TOMOM U C XO3SIMHOM,
KaK CO CTapbIMU 3HaKOMbIMHU!..

Henb3s HU Ha YTO paccUUTHIBATh BCEPbE3, KOTIA-TO
yumia ero 6abymka. Ko Bcem cBouM 1iaHaM U MeUYTaHM-
SIM HY>KHO MPpUOABJISITh — KakK OOT JacT.

He nacrt, u Huuero He OyneT.

— CuyyuTcsl cTpalllHoe, — BO3BECTWIa AHTUIIUS. —
OuyeHb CKOpO.

— [Jla 6pockTe BbI Iypaka Bajisitb, — ckazan Crac ¢ 1o-
cazou.

— W tak annerut ucnoptunu, — noupaepxaia ero Co-
Gbst. — A KyxHS TYT ITo4YTH Kak B Mockse!.. BeizoBute
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JIy4IIie TyX 9TOTO BaIlleTo W CIIPOCUTE, KOTda UX YEPT yHe-
cét! Tak opyT, ax rojoBa 3aboena.

— Kanra, — nmonckaszan Crac.

— Jla xotb Koro! — Boamytuiachk Codbsi. — JIUIIb GBI
9T yOpanauchk.

— A g ¥ He 3HaJla, 4TO JOM MpPONAETcsi, — cKazaja
Kpuctuna. — Mue Buxrtop 3axapoBu4 HUYEro He ToO-
BOPWIL.

— Jla MBI-TO Bce TYT Tnipu 4éMm? — ynuBuics Crac. —
MpbI puexaiu u yexajiv, Kakoe Haiie i1eio?!

OH npomraran K OydeTy, HaXall KHOMKY Ha Kodema-
IIMHEe, KOTOpasi cpasy OXuja, 3aMuraja, 3aBopyaia, Ha-
CTpanBasiCh Ha paboTy.

— Mpl cnipocuM, — moobGenana BellyHbs TakK Ke
I'pOMKO. — MBI cripocuM, 4To Hac Xkaet. 1 MmoxeT ObITh,
HaM pacCKaxyT...

ITo KoMHaTe TOTUTBIT OCTPBIN M CBEXMI 3amax Kode.

Bacunuii BacuibeBuY pacripaBuiicsl ¢ TeYeHbIO TMO-
OepAMHCKM, TOAyMaj M TOIMPOCU eIl MaJTWHOBBIN
MUJIbMEN.

He mMoxeT ObITh HUYETO JIy4llle XOJIOMHOTO MaJIMHOBO-
ro TopTta ¢ ropssunM kode. OcobeHHO BeuepoM B HOSIOpE,
KOTZa Ha YIUIIe UIET TOXKIb.

Ho noyeMy-To MbICIIb PO I0XIb, HOSIOPb U Kode Mo-
Kaszajach €My He TaKOW pamgy>KHOI, KaK BCEro yac Ha3a.

CoOCTBEHHO, 32 3TOT Yac HUYEro He U3MEeHWIOCh!.. J1o
Toro, kak Bukrop 3axapoBuy mpomact noM, MepKypneB
ycIieeT ecsiTh pa3 yexatb B byxapy.

Torna B uém meno?..

I'pomMKkue Tooca 3aroBOPWIM elié rpoMue, U HYKHO
OBLIO JenaTh Hall COOOM yCuIne, YTOOBI He CYIIATh KaX-
IIO€ CJIOBO.

— TloiigémTe B roctuHylo, — npeanoxuna Codbs
u noaHsutack. — Ecnu Bee moykuHaim. Tak HEBO3MOXHO!..

MepKypbeB B TOCTUHYIO HE TTOIIEN.

OH 3a6pai cBoii MIIbGEN 1 Kode, TEMHBIM KOPUIO-
POM BBIIIIEN K YYTYHHO! JIECTHUIIE Y YCTPOWJICSI B Kpec-

33



Jie BO3Jie KPYIVIOrO CTOJMKAa ¢ KHUIOM, TaK U JieXaBllIei
CTpaHMIIAMU BHM3.

3aech ObUIO TUXO, TEMHO U MaXJI0 JOXIEM, LIBETaMU
U HEMHOTO YTJIEM, JOJKHO ObITh, U3 MaCTU KaMUHA.

Bacwnmmit BacunbeBuy cuenian TJIOTOK, 3aXXKMYpPUJICS
U OTKUHYJICSI HA CIIMHKY Kpeca.

Ecnu Ob1 y Hero ObLT TaKo#l IOM, OH HU 3a YTO OBI €ro
He nponay. Tak v Xus Obl 30ech MocTosiHHO. Hert, 1o-
CTOSTHHO He BBIMAET, Ha TaKOW JOM HYXXHO 3apa0aThiBaTh.
OH 3apabatbiBaj Obl, a IOM €ro XOaJl. A ITIOTOM OH IpU-
e3Kajl Obl M XKWL,

— Jla nagHo TeOe, — cKa3ajau B TEMHOTE, OYeHb OJIn3-
K0. MepKypbeB cen MpsiMo U OrJIsTHyJcs. — Bcé yxe ro-
TOBO.

— T'oToBO, HE TOTOBO, — pa3npak€HHO OTO3BAJICS BTO-
poii rojioc. — A eciu Bcé MOMAET He Tak?!

— Yro TyT MOXeT He TaK mounTu?!

— Jla uto yromHo. Bapyr crapuk He cmpaButcs?..
A eclii OH ynmycTuT?

— Hwuuero oH He ynycTur.

TonocoB MepkypbeB He y3HaBaj. Bripouem, oH ObLI
YBEPEH, UTO TOBOPSIT KU3HEPATOCTHBIE MTOKYIATeIU JoMa.
Tonpko... rme onu?.. 3a moBopoTom Kopuaopa? Mim 3a-
O6panuch B KaMuH?!

— JlaBait, maBaii, — MOTOPONMWJ OAWH M3 TOBOPHWB-
mux. — BpeMeHu majo!

Bacunuit BacuibeBUY BCIIOMHMJI pa3roBOp, KOTO-
pbIii OH CIIbIIIA U3 CBOEW KOMHAThl. Torma peub TOXe
11j1a 0 BpeMEHM, O TOM, 4To ero majio! Ho B ToT MOMeHT
B IoMe emé He O6buTo HU AJtekcaHnpa MEmopoBnya, HU
MBana Hukonaesnyal..

Y MepKypbeBa Obla MpeKpacHasi mamMsTh Ha UMeHa.

OgHUM TJIOTKOM OH IOMWI Kode, BCTan U OTJsIaeN-
cq o ctopoHaM. Hukoro u Huyero. B riiyouHe OauH-
HOTO KOpUIOpa TETUTUTCS XENTHINA CBET U3 TOCTUHOM, 1O
BCell BUAMMOCTHU, TaM TOTOBSITCS K CIIUPUTUYECKOMY Ce-
aHcy u Bu3uTy ayxa Ummanywia Kanra. B Beicokoe u y3-
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KO€ TOTMYEeCKOe OKHO 3arjsabIBaeT JyHa — HeOO IMOIHSI-
JIOCh ¥ OYMCTUJIOCH, BUITHO, UAYT XOJIOMA.

Bacunmii BacuibeBud, 0CTOPOXKHO CTymas, MOJOLIEN
K BXOIHOI1 1BepU 1 MOTsIHYI. OHAa OTBOPMUIIACH — HEOXH-
TTAHHO JIETKO.

OH BIOXHYJI XOJIODHBIN BO3MYyX, IPUKPBLI ABEPh U HE-
MHOTO TIOCTOSLI, TIPUCITYIINBAsICh.

Huxkoro.

I'me Morynm mpsATaThCsl TE€ IBOE, TOJIOCAa KOTOPHIX OH
ciapiman tak oty€raumBo? He B kKaMmHe Xe Ha caMOM
nenel..

OH B3siICS 32 TIepuJjia IyTYHHOM JIECTHUIIBI, 3aApajl TO-
JIOBY M ITOCMOTpeJ BBepXx. Hudero He ObUIO BUIHO, TOJb-
KO TepSUINCh BO MpaKe 3aTeilIMBbIe JIUThIe Ilepuia. JIomk-
HO OBITh, Ha BTOPOM 3Taxe TOXe FOPUT CBET, HO OTCIONA,
CHH3Y, €r0 He BUIHO.

Bacunuit BacunbeBnu ABMHYIICSI O KOPUIOPY K TOC-
TUHOM.

Ilo3amgu Hero 4To-To 3BSIKHYJIO, U TUXUM 3BYK pa3o-
pBaJics y Hero B yIIax Kak ymap rpoma. OH 3aMep. [Totom
MOJIHUEHOCHO OTJISTHYJICS.

Huxkoro.

MepKypbeB HEMHOTO ITOCTOSIT, HE IIIEBENISICh M TIPUCITY-
IIHBAsICh, IOTOM BEPHYJICS K CTOJIMKY C OCTaBJIEHHOM KO-
(eifHOM YalIKoii.

JlyHa mo-mipexxHeMy JIimiia B Y3KO€ OKHO JpPOKAIIMiA
CUHMI CBET, U MOpE B3IBIXaJIO 32 TOJCTHIMU CTEHAMMU:
wy-yd, ury-yd!..

Bacunnii BacuabeBud rmotpora yamky — 4yTh TETuIas.
Kode n3 Heé oH gommn coBceM HemaBHO. JIoXXKa OpsSIKHY-
J1a o OII0M1Ee, U OH Y3HaJ 3ByK. IMEHHO 3TOT 3BYyK OCTa-
HOBMJI ero!

Ho xTo Mor mepectaBuUTh YallKy y HEro 3a CIIMHOMU
B IIyCTOM BecTuOI1071e?!

Yro-TO emé TPeBOXMIIO €ro, 1 OH HUKAaK HEe MOT IO-
HATb, YTO UMeHHO. HeBepHBIii TyHHBINM CBeT? 3BYKU OCEH-
Hero Mops?..
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BHe3anHo eMy cTajo cTpaliHO — OTHOMY B TEMHO-
Te, — TaK CTPAIHO, YTO OH e[Ba CIIpaBUJICA C COOOM.
Bonbiie Bcero emy xoTeaoch IMOMYAThCS CO BCEX HOT
Ty/a, T1e CBeTJIO U Jitoau, Ho Bacunuii BacuibeBuu yuep-
KaJcs.

I'poMKoO TOmasi — Ha 3TOT pa3 crielraaIbHO! — OH Bep-
HYyJICS K BXOTHOM IBEPU U 3arep e€ Ha 3aaBUXKy. YyryH-
HBIA IITBIPEK OTYETIMBO KIAALHY.

MepKypbeB pelmTeabHO TOIEN B CTOPOHY KOPUIOpA
U BIPYT OCTAHOBWJICS U 3aMep.

KHura. Ha ctose nexana KkHura.

Korna oH BriepBble BOIIEN B 3TOT IOM, Cpa3y YBUIET KHU-
Ty Ha Pe3HOM CTapUHHOM CTOJIMKE, JIEXKABIITYI0 CTpaHWIIA-
MU BHU3.

TonbKo uT0o OH NMJI KOhe 1 BpeMsT OT BpeMeHU ITocMa-
TpuBaj Ha Heg!..

Bacunuii BacunbeBud momomén v mocMoTpent elig pas.

KHura no-npexxHemy Obljia Ha CTOJIE, HO JieXasa cTpa-
HUIIAMU BBEPX.

— Sl He Opan e€ B pyKu, — cKazajl MepKypbeB BCIIyX. —
Touno He 6pain!.. M 3nech HUKOro He ObLIO!..

Tonoc ero morepsiyics, mpomnan B AyOOBBIX TMaHENsIX
CTE€H, B BBHIIIIMHE YYTYHHOM JIECTHUIIBI, B IPOBaJIe TUTAHT-
CKOTO KaMUHa.

OH enié moMenIui, a IMOTOM B3sIJT KHUTY B PYKH.

Ona Ha3sbiBasachk «®wmnocodus Kanra» 1 Obl1a OTKpPHI-
Ta Ha NATBAECSIT CeIbMOM CTpaHMIIE.

MepKypbeB MOIHEC €€ K OKHY M ¢ TPYIOM pa3odpalr:

«HTak, ¢pumocod He MCTBITAT B XU3HU HU CUIBHBIX
pasocTeil, HU CUJIbHBIX CTpafiaHuii, KOTOPbIE TTPUHOCST
¢ coboit ctpactu. Ero BHyTpeHHsIS1 XM3Hb BCEra HaXo-
nuach B coctosiHuM papHoBecusi. Cam KaHT nonaras, uto
B TaKOW CITOKOWHOWM, MPaBUJIbHOM XU3HU, TPOHUKHYTOM1
HPaBCTBEHHBIM HAuyajJoOM, U 3aKJII0YaeTCsl CYACThe Yeso-
BedyecKoe, U AeiicTBuTenbHO, KaHT Ob11 cyacTauB. B ria-
3aX COBpeMeHHUKOB KaHT mpencrasisyi obpasel] Myape-
11a, ¥ TAKAM X€ OH OyIeT B IJ1a3ax IPsIylInX MOKOJICHUH,
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BO3HECEHHBIN Ha 3Ty BHICOTY CBOMMM 3aC/IyTaMU 1 YMCTO-
TOW CBOEH XKU3HU».

— WM ugucroroit cBoeit Xu3HU, — moumTan Bacunmii
BacwuibeBuY mociienHIO0 Ha cTpaHulie Gpasy.

Yto momydaercsa? Kak ToIbKO OH TOBEPHYJICSI CITUHOM,
HEKTO, B JaHHYI0 MUHYTY HEBUIWUMBbIN, HECTBIIIMMBII
1 HEW3BECTHO Kyda CKPBIBIIWICS, MOAKPAJICS K PE3HO-
My CTOJIMKY, 3a4€M-TO B3slJ1 KHUTY, TIepeBEepHY e€ U 3a-
IIeJT TIPY 9TOM YaIlky.

Yaika 3BsIKHY1a, MepKypbeB OTJISIHYJICS, YeJIOBEK UC-
4e3, paCTBOPUJICS BO ThMeE.

Kakasi-to epyHia nonyvaercsi, u 00jbllie HUYETo!..

HHrepecHo, rae 3aech BKmovyaetcs cBet? HyxxHo Oynet
crpocuth y Buktopa 3axaposuyal..

PemntensHo 3axinonnyB «®unocoduio Kanra», Bacu-
nuii BacuibeBUY BEpHYJ €€ Ha CTOJIMK M MOIIEN IO KO-
pUIOpY Ha CBeT.

M3 rocTrHO BBITJISIHYJIA CTY/IGHTKA U, YBUJIEB €r0, T0-
Maxajia pyKomu:

— MHnwure x Ham! Ha ynuiie Xxo1o0QH0, B CTOJIOBOI OaH-
KeT, a y Hac uHTepecHo!.. UouTe!

MepKypbeB MaxHYJl pyKOil B OTBET U, TOBUHYSICh IyXY
CTapMHHOTO pOMaHa O TPUBUIAEHUSIX, OXBATUBIIETO €TO
B BeCTUOI0JIE, TPUOTKPHUI IBEPH B CTOJIOBYIO.

Tam nupoBaiu.

JIBo€ OIMHAKOBBIX CBUHOB, CKUHYB C TJIed OJUHAKO-
Bble TTUIKAKKM, ONMHAKOBO YOKAJIMCh CTaKaHaMu. Bukrop
3axapoBW4 TIPUTYJIWICS PSIIOM Ha Kpaellike cTyja, Kak
BOPOOEH PSIZIOM C OpJIaMU-CTePBITHUKAMM, TeP3aIOIITIMU
noosuy. Kazanoch, CTEpBITHUKN BOT-BOT MEPEKUHYTCS
Ha BOPOObSI, TOJIBKO JOEIST MABIIYIO JIaHb!

BmecTo 1aHu Ha cTojie ObUIM HACTaBJIEHBI OyTHUIKH,
TapeaKu, CyIKH, caJaTHUKU, MUCKU, Jamku. OcobeHHO
ropaswio Bacunus BacuibeBuya 3a1MBHOE — OTpOMHast
pBIOMHA C MYYKOM TETPYIIKU B 3y0acTOil MacTu, CIIOBHO
kapukatypa! M3 cepenrHbl ppIOMHBI OBLIO YK€ MOpsiI04-
HO BBIEICHO.
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— [Hagaii, 3axapbl4, — TOBOPWJI OAWH W3 IHUPYIO-
IIMX, — TIIIHeM 3a Haim ycrexu! Yto OBl ThI 6e3 Hac ae-
nan, 3axapel-b1y?! KoMy TBoSI pa3Bajtoxa HyxHa! A s e€
MOKYIIao!

— Ilc-cr, nc-ct! — mepebuBan ero BTopoit. — He Th
OIIMH TIOKYyTIaelib, Mbl 060e! Yero Takoe!

— Oo0oe, ma! £ x u rosopio!

— Kaxkas pazHuna, Kro nokymnaet, — BukTtop 3axapo-
BUY MaxXOM OIPOKMHYJI B ce0s1 CTONKY BOAKU. — [ J1aBHOE,
YTO 5 MPOJALO.

— Emé 6s1 THI He Tpogan, royoa! BpemeHa ceitvac Ts-
X€EJble, NeHEXKN-TO BCE TIO-TIO, B TPYOY yieTenu! A s mo-
KyIialo, HaJJMKOM Ii1ady, 6e3 aypakoB, 0e3 HaJOTOBUKOB!

— O6oe MBI TOKyIaeM, cKa3aHo!

— Jla magHo, cnokyxa! Cabliib, 3axapsld, He Apelidb,
MbI TYT HOPMaJIbHbII KOMILJIEKCOK 3a0yOeHUM, ¢ OaHsI-
MU, C HOMEPOUYKaMM Ha TOYacOBOM OIlIaTe, ¢ IeBUYOHKA-
Mu-TiocKakymikamu!.. [Toener K HaM Hapoj, Yero He Mo-
exatb! Mope — BOT oHoO! B ntecke 6ecenok 1o manIbIKu
HacTaBUM, MOXAPHUKU BCE CBOU, HE TIPUILICTTUTCS] HUKTO!

— He, ne, — Bctymun Bropoit. — Hy, mpaBna, oterr,
yero Mecto mnpornanaet! OHO, MOXeT, U He HY>KHO HUKO-
My, HO y TeOsI TYT BoJa MOABEACHA, Ia3, TPYObl ITPOIOXKE-
HbI, Bce aeal Yem cHauasa HAYMHATh, Jiydliie BOOOIIe He
HaYMHAaTh.

M roctu paccmesuiuch.

M3 kyxoHHoit nBepu Bbiluia Hunenbr ®Enopos-
Ha C OIPOMHBIM ITOJHOCOM, 32 Kpasi KOTOPOTo TOpYaiu
OCTpBIE MMMKU IIaMITypOB.

3a CTOJIOM 3aBBUIM OT PAJIOCTH U CHOBA CTOJIKHYJIUCH
cTakaHaMM.

3ametuB MepkypbeBa, Hunenr ®EnopoBHa KUBHY-
JIa ¥ TUXOHBKO K HEMY ITIOfOIIIA, KaK TOJbKO yTBepAMIA
IIANUIBIKY B LIEHTPE MUpIIecTBeHHOro cTojia. OHa cier-
Ka TOATOJIKHYJIa MepKypbeBa B KOPUAOP, BHIILIA CIEIOM
U TUIOTHO TIPUKPBLIA 32 COOOM ABEPb.

— JlaBHO OHM 3aKyCBHIBalOT? — CIIPOCHJI OH.
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JoMornpaBUTETbHULIA B3MOXHYJIA!

— MuHyT aBaguatk. Jla Kak Bbl YW, TaK OHU Cpa-
3y 1 cenu. JIBaaaTth MUHYT, a BOIKHU yXe KaK He ObLIO.
Ceituac BeJto enié oJJHy B MOPO3UJIKY TTOJIOXHUTh, TaM BCe-
rO JBE OCTAJIOCh...

— Tlocne emg nByx OYTHUIOK UM OyIeT HaIljieBaTh, XO-
JIOIHAsT BOAKA MJIU KUTISITOK!..

Hunens ®EmopoBHa yIbIOHYIACH.

— Moxer, em€ mecepra xoture, Bacunuit Bacuibe-
Bu4? ECTh IIOKOMagHEBINA TOPT C BUIIHEM, «YEpHBII JTec».
He xenaete? JlypHoii COH, — m00aBuja OHA U B3IOXHY-
nma. — Kyna Ham Bcem aeBathbest? [me paboty uckats? Jda
He B TOM zeno! Sl B 5TOM goMe BCIO XXM3Hb MPOBeENa, BOT
C TaKuXx JieT!

OHa mokasaja pyKou ¢ KaKnuxX UMEHHO JIeT.

— A... octanpHBIe TOCTH? — cripocwl Bacwnmmit Bacu-
nbeBrY. OH TOYHO 3HAJI, YTO B TEMHOM KOPHUIOPE 32 HUM
KTO-TO CJienusi, HO KTo?.. — 3a y>)KMHOM ObUIM BCE WU
B JIOM€ eI KTO-TO €CTh?

Hunenp ®énopoBHa nmokayasa roJioBoii:

— Bce. Y Hac mecra Mano, ga u He ce30H. Emé ogHa
ocoba Jo/KHA MOoXaloBaTh, HO TIpeaynpeania, uro oOyaer
MO3IHO. A TIoYeMy BBI CIIpalinBaeTe?..

MepkypbeB cKa3zaja, YTO MHTEPECYeTCsl CIIMpUTUYe-
CKMMHU Ce€aHCaMH, a, 10 ero CBEACHMSIM, Ha TaKOM Cce-
aHce JOJIKHO TMPUCYTCTBOBATh KaK MOXHO OOJiblle
JIIOIEN.

— Jla xakue TaMm ceaHchbl!.. Bcé rmymoctu, mamckue
mtyyku! iy BEI TOXe... B 1yXOB Bepure?

MepKypbeB ToXaJ IiedaMu.

— Xo3siika, — 3apeBeiu U3 CTOJI0BOM. — Xo3sliKa,
BOIKY Hecu!

— MH3BuHute MeHs1, — menHyia Huxens dénopos-
Ha. — { jmoKHA monaTh.

CrpanHoe neo. Berxoqur, B BeCTHOI0/IE HUKOTO OBITh HE
Morio. Ho Benb KTO-TO Tiepesioxkuil KHUTY U 3a71eJT TIPY 3TOM
Yaky!

39



Bacwmmit BacunbeBnu BOIIET B TOCTUHYIO, TAE BCE
OBLJIO MPUTOTOBJIEHO JUISI CIUPUTU3MA — KPYIJIBIA CTOJ
B LIEHTPE IO JIAMIIO, KaKue-To OyMaru ¢ HapucOBaH-
HBIMU CHMBOJIAMM, Tapejika cO CTPEJIKOii, IMoxoxas Ha
Yachl.

MepKypbeB B3IJISIHYJI Ha Tapesiky.

— Jlio6omnbiTcTBO omonieno? — crpocuna Codbs. —
W ckyka? 3ansitbes HedeM? IloiinémTe rymsaTs! Joxmos
HET, ceifuac Ha MOpe TaK pPOMaHTMYHO U cTpaiirHo! Bel mio-
o6uTe, KOraa cTpairHo?

— BrbI Bc€ Bpemst ObLM 31€Ch?

— To ecTp?!

— [Ilocne yxxrHa BB MepelTi B TOCTUHYIO BCe BMeCTe?

Codbs B3TISIHYIa HA HETO — MPOHUYECKHU.

— A gto0 Takoe?

— [Ma, na, Mbl BCe TIPUILLIHU CIOfIa, — HETEPIIEJIMBO CKa-
3ana Kpuctuna. — Tonbko Bac xkném! bes Bac Hama Koi-
IyHbsl BbI3bIBaTh KaHTa 0TKa3biBaeTcsl. Mbl €€ yroBapuBa-
JIM, YTOBapUBaJIM, a OHA HU B KaKyio!..

— 4 He KonnyHbsl, — Bo3paszuiaa AHTUNUSA. — A mo-
CPeIHUK MeXny mMupamu. Tak Hayudusl MEHSI BEJUKMI
Canrana. CIMIIKOM TOHKA MEXIyBCeJleHHasl TKaHb, HO
3aTo Kak npouHa! Ilpeomosnets €€ moryt enuHunbl. U g
MPeo0JIeBal0, KOraa MHE TO3BOJISIIOT BHICIIUE CUIIBI.

MepkypbeB npoién K oydeTy, momyman 1 HaauI cede
IKVMHA Y TOHUKa. JIEM MpUs[THO Kilalain v InIes B ra3u-
POBaHHOU BoOJE.

— CrpaHHas 1TyKa, — CKasajl OH. — A MHe TokKasa-
JIOCh, KTO-TO pa3roBapuBa B Kopumope. B Tom, uto Benér
K YyTYHHOM1 JIECTHULIE.

— TIlIpaBna, knaccHast gectHuna?! — crnpocwuina Kpu-
cTuHA. — MexXny mpouunM, TIOUTMHHBIA MOJIEPH, Xeje30-
nenatesibHbIi 3aBoa Bo PpaHKdypTe, TaM KIEHMO CTOUT.
Hauano nBanmmaroro. Beka, s nmero B Bumy! S moTom He-
MpeMeHHO € coTorpadupyio.

— [Ma aroro MoaepHa 1o Bceit Poccun cKoibKo yroj-
Ho. — Crac noxan redyaMu. — Kpyrom ogyH MonepH!
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— Jla magHo. Y moToMm, TyT HEMeLKUil MonepH!

— OH Be3ie OIMHAKOBBIN.

Codns, KOTOPOI1 HAIOEN IETH C UX IIPENTUPATETbCTBA-
Mu 1 Bacwnuit BacunbeBud ¢ ero TyroymueM, B3siia €ro
MOl PyKYy M CIIPOCHJIA, KOTZIa OHM MTOMAYT Ha MasiK.

— TIpsiMo 3aBTpa, — HEMeIJIEHHO coriacuics MepKy-
pbeB. — C yTpa.

Codbs TOHKO YJIBIOHYIACH.

Brixonut, 06CTaHOBKY OHa OLIEHWJIA MPAaBWILHO, U €€
OXHWJAET OCEHHUM MpUOaNTUICKUIA IETKUIA pOMaH C TIpU-
BKYyCOM TyMaHa U Kode, ¢ 3armaxoM OMNaBIIMX OYKOBBIX
nuctbeB. OCTANIOCh TOJNBKO MPUIYyMaTh, KaK YTPOM Ha-
PSIIUTHCS, 9YTOOBI Mopa3uTh nHxxeHepa. Codbsi ObLIa yBe-
peHa, YTO MOpa3UTh €ro HUYEro He CTOWT.

— JlaBaiiTe cBeT racuTh, — ckasana KpucrtuHa. — AH-
TUTIKSI, MBI XK€ JOJKHBI BBIKJTIOUUTD CBET?

— Jlyxv IpueMJTIOT TOJIbKO ThbMY. VI3 TbMBI BBIXOMSIT,
BO ThMe€ CYIIECTBYIOT U BO ThMYy Bo3BpaiatoTcs. CBeT st
HMX CJIMIIIKOM OeCITOIIaaeH.

Crac BBIKJTIOUMI 3JIEKTPUUYECTBO, a KprcTruHa mormior-
Hee 3an€pHyna mTopsl. [locaenoBaTenbHUIIA BEJIMKOTO
CaHTaHBI ¥ TTOCPEIHUK MEXIYy MUPAMU 3aTeIuInia CBey
B OpOoH30BOM KaHzensope. Bacunmit BacunbeBry Hab10-
Jlaji ¢ OOJBILIUM UHTEPECOM U 3aMETHJI, YTO CBeUy OHa 3a-
KTJIa OOBIKHOBEHHOM IJIACTMACCOBOM 3aXKNUTaIKO, OUeHb
NIEJIOBUTO, M TaK K€ JIEJIOBUTO CIPSITAIa 3KUTAJIKY B He-
Ipa CBOMX IIIEJIKOB.

— Canurech BOKpYT CTOJIa, — MpOU3HEcHa AHTUTINS
0COOEHHBIM ToJlocoM. — bepurtech 3a pyku M maymaiite
0 TOM, YTO XOTUTe y3HaTh. HU oouH U3 Bac He HOJIKEH
COMHEBAThCS, MHAYE yX HE SBUTCS.

— HuKTO HU B 4EM HE COMHEBaeTCsl, — MPOOOPMOTA
Bacunuit BacunseBuy.

CnpaBa ot Hero okazaynach Codbsi, cpasy Xe BJIOXHUB-
11as B €ro JIaIoHb Najbllbl, a ciaeBa Crac. Y Hero pyka
ObL1a OoJIbIlIAsl M 10 TOTO BiaxKHasl, YTO MepKypbeBYy He-
MEIJIEHHO 3aXOTeJIOCh BHITEPETh CBOIO O OPIOKU.
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CBeToM cBeulr ObUIM 03apeHbl TOJIBKO CepeIrHa CToIa
U JTMUA CUASIIMX. AHTUIUS 3aKpblia TJ1a3a.

— Mup TeHelt 1 CHOB, MUP TOHKWX WITIO3UIA, OTKPOI-
csl mepell HaMU, SIBU HaM obuTaTesieil CBOMX, — Haydaja
OHa, 3aKpbIB IJ1a3a. — MBbI, HaxOASIIECs MO 3Ty CTOPO-
HY CTE€HbI, CMUPEHHO TIPOCUM OTIPABUTh K HaM IMOCJIaH-
HMKa, nyx Benukoro Ummanywia Kanra. [Tycts aButcs oH
Ha KOPOTKOE BpeMsl, OTBETUT Ha HAIIIM BOIIPOCHI, TOMOXET
paspelnmTh Hepa3pemnmMoe, YBUIeTh HeBuaumoe. CrbIii-
HO JIU MEHS$I TaM, IO Ty CTOPOHY?

CBeua mOTpecKMBajaa, M OTHAJEHHO IIyMEJIO MOope:
wy-yd, uy-yo.

— CHBIIIUT T MEHS TTIOBEJUTENh TeHEH U CHOB?

MepKypbeB B310xHYJ. Y TOTYAc Xe ero mpaBylo pyKy
JIETOHBKO CXaJld TOHKHUE nayiblibl Codbu.

Heyxenu 310 51 cMXy TYT B TEMHOTE M X1y, KOTJa MHE
ssutcs nyx Kanra, moagyman Bacunuii BacunseBuy. Uto
€O MHOI1 Takoe?!

CBeua 3arpemneTaia, IiaMs 3aMeTaloCh U3 CTOPOHBI
B CTOPOHY.

— Tlonumaro, — HapacrieB Mpou3Hecaa AHTUIIUS. —
Tol 6113Ko0. S Xkny Teos.

OHa rmokayuBajgach U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY, KaK 3aBe-
nénHas. Ciabblil OTCBET IJIaMEHU TO JIOXKUJICS Ha €€ JTUIIO,
TO OHO COBCEM MCUE€3aJI0 BO Mpake.

«Yro s 3Ha10 npo Kanta? — npomoikan nymatsh Bacu-
it BacuibeBrY, KOTOPOMY COBCEM HeUeM OBLIO 3aHSITh-
csl ¥ CTaJI0 HEMHTEPEeCHO. — 3Halo, 4To OH (puiiocod, Ha-
nmucan «Kputuky yucroro pasymar, xui B Kénurcoepre,
U TOPOXXaHEe CBEPsIJIM 10 HeMy Yachl — OH BCETr/a B OJHO
1 TO X€ BpeMs MPOXOAWI IO OMHUM U TeM Xe MOCTaM
u ynuiiam. boinbiie HUYero He 3Hato. Punocoduio B yHU-
BEpCUTETEe HAM YMTAJIU IJIOX0, 6e3 oroHbKa. Jla MHe ObIIO
He 1o punocodun!..»

Caeya HeOXUIaHHO Toracia, cioBHO e€ 3amynu. Cra-
JIO COBCEM TEMHO, M HexHble najbuyuku Codbu Bru-
JIMCh B ero nagoHb. Bacunmii BacunbpeBUY OCTOPOKHO
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Moaj UX B OTBET — MaJjio JIM, MOXET, Ha cCaMOM Jeje
ooutcs!..

— 4 xny, — pasnaicst roioc AHTUIIMU. — Tl 31ech,
nmyx? Ecnu 3mech, Tomaii 3Hak.

Cron non nokTsiMu Bacunusg BacuiabeBuya B3IporHyi,
MIPUTIOTHSIICS U OIyCTHIICS O CTyKoM. Bunnmo, KaHT mo-
naj 3HaK.

— MpI xganu Te6st! — IIpoBO3IJIacuiia BeIyHbSI JTUKY-
fomme. — Ckaxwu, 4ro Hac XaET 3aBTpa? J1oopo?

Hugero e mpoucxomuio. 1o Bceil BUDUMOCTH, IyX
KanTa pa3mymbIBaj, 4yTo XAET 3aBTpa CTOJb pa3HOLIEPCT-
HYIO KOMITAHUIO.

— Hac xnér 310? OtBeTs! 3110 psIIoM ¢ HaMK?

Ha artot pa3 KaHT cobpajicsi ¢ MbICASIMUA, TOTOMY 4TO
CTOJI IOAIIPBITHYJ U CTYKHYJI.

— 3510 npua€T OT Hac? — MPOoIoJIKaIa BOIIPOIIATh AH-
TUATINS.

CTOJ TOANPBITHYI TBaXKIbI.

— 3510 ipuaéT He OT Hac, — KOHCTAaTMpOBaia Bely-
HbsI. — OHO MOCTY4YUT B OABEpU?

KanTa, mo Bceit BummMocTu, 3a0aBisijio MIPOUCXOIsI-
1ee, MOTOMY YTO CTOJI OIISITh OIIYTHMO ITOMIIPHITHYII!..

Bor kak oHa 310 nenaet, nyMan Bacunumit BacuibeBuu.
Hukakux e€ nBikeHMi He 3aMETHO, XOTSI TEMHO, KOHeU-
HO, HO TJIa3a yxXe Oosiee Wi MeHee NpUBBIKIU. W cTon
IIOBOJIBHO TSIKEJBIN, IUIOTHOTO CTaporo IepeBa, Ha MO-
HOJINTHOU CJIOHOBBLEM Hore. Minu B MuctuduKamm yya-
CTBYET XO3SIMH JOMa, M K CTOJY ITOABENEH HEKHI Me-
XaHU3M?..

3a CTeHOM BOPYT YTO-TO yHAJIO C MPUIIYIIEHHBIM I'PO-
XOTOM. YTaJio, TOKaTWJIOCh, CJIEIOM 3apeBesid MEIBEXKbU
rojoca:

— Ax, Kakasg XeHIIMHa, Kakas XeHIIWHa, MHe O
TaKylio!..

Bacwmmii BacunweBuu 3amep. Kak-to crapuk Mmma-
HYWI BBIAIET U3 CO3IABIIETOCS HEJIOBKOTO IMOJIOXEHUS?..

Caeya 3aXTrach CJIOBHO caMa COO0OIA.
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AHTUTINS BBIIEPHYJIA CBOM JIAMOHU U3 PYK COCENeii, 3a-
KpbUIa JIULO.

— OH ymeén, — BRITOBOpWIIA OHA M3-3a JagoHeil. — OH
Hac nokuHy1. OH He BepHETCH.

— ZKanoctp kakasa! — npob6opmoTtan Bacwimit Bacu-
JIbEBUY, TTOHUMASICh.

Kpucrrna Bckoumita, mobexasa u BKIouUmMiia cBeT. Bee
32KMYPUIIUCH.

Hyx#Ho Oynmer moTtom ciaa3uTh MO CTOJM, MPOBECTH 00-
cleoBaHUe Ha TIpeMeT MeXaHU3MoB. Paszymeercs, pas3o-
OyraueHre AHTUIIMY B IJIaHBI MepKypbeBa He BXOAWIO, HO
Be/lb MHTEepPeCHO!..

— He Mo# ThI, He MOsI, — TIpOJOJIKAJIM 3aBbIBaTh 3a
CTEHOI, — OTYEro Xe s TOCKYy0?..

Kpuctuna cobpana co crojia 6yMaXXKu ¢ HEBEIOMBIMU
3HAKaMM U TIOJIOXUJIA TIepell BeLyHbeH.

— Buepa nyx Hamosro mpuxoawiI, — cKasajga oHa Mep-
KypbeBy. — Ha Bce Bompochl oTBeyal.

— Buepa toxe Kanr sasnsuicsa?

— Her, Buepa ObL1a KOpoJeBa bpynrmibaa. OHa MHe
cKazajia, 4yTo s B 9TOM IOy BBIMIY 3aMyX I10 JIIOOBU U TI0
pacuéry. — KpucruHa 3acMmesuiach, CIioXBaTuiaach U mo-
cMmoTpesia Ha AHTUNMIO. — TONBKO ST He TOHsIa, Kak
39TO — M 10 JIIOOBU, U MO PACUETY.

— Maro m xak ObiBaeT, — ckaszan Bacumuii Bacumbe-
Bu4. — YTto y Bac 3a Koibuo? Takoe ruranrckoe?!

KpuctrHa mocmoTpena Ha CBOIO pyKy M CITIpOCHIIA:

— BT0? — CJIOBHO Ha KaXI0M Tayiblie y He€ ObUIO 10
KOJIBITY.

MepKypbeB KUBHYI.

— Bro0 u3ympyn, — ckasana KpuctuHa. — XoTute mo-
CMOTpeTh?

W ona cHsta Konblo U cyHya Bacuimio BacunbeBuuy.

— Hert! — BckpuKHyna BelllyHbsl U MOAHSIACH B yXa-
ce. MepKypbeB OT HEOXMIAHHOCTU YyTh HE YPOHUJ Ipa-
roueHHocTh. — [losnoxwute! [Tonoxute ero Ha cron!

MepKypbeB HUYETO HE TTOHSUI.
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AHTHUIINMSI, 0OMOTaB pyKy IIeJIKaMu, BbIpBaJIa Y HETO
KOJIBIIO U OITyCTHJIa Ha CTOJI TAK OCTOPOXHO, CJIOBHO OHO
MOTJIO B30PBaThCH.

— Huxorna, — cka3ana ona Kpuctune. — Hukorna
He TepeaaBaiiTe 3TO KOJbLO U3 pyK B pyku! M HuUKakoe
He nepenanaiite! BMecre ¢ KOJbIIOM Bbl OTIAETE BECh LIMKJT
Bamrero ObiTus! ITose MmoxeT 3aMKHYThesl. KoJIbI10 MOXXKHO
TOJIBKO TOJIOXUTD, JIyYIlle BCETO Ha IEPEBSIHHYIO MOBEPX-
HOCTb. JlepeBo HEMHOT0 HeNTpaIu3yeT TeYeHUEe CUIIBI.

— MoxHo nocMoTpeTh? — mnepedmt e€ Bacwmmit Ba-
CWJIBEBUY, KOTOPBII M MPO KOJBILIO-TO CIPOCHUJI TTPOCTO
TaK, MOTOMY 4TO eMy HpaBwiach KpucruHa.

W3ympyn — eciad HACTOSIIIMI, KOHEYHO, — OBLI
KaKUX-TO HeBUIAHHBIX pa3MmepoB. Ha camom nene Mep-
KypbheB HUKOTIA He BUAE] Taknx KamHei! MoxeT, TOJIbKO
Ha 9KcKypcuu B ['paHOBUTYIO Majaty B JaJIEKOM JETCTBE.

Crac momomién u Toxe CTajl pacCMaTpPUBaTh.

W3yMpyn ObL1 orpaHéH 0COOBIM 00pa3oM, B MeJibyaii-
IIMX TPaHSX TJIECKaJICS U TePeIUBaJICS CBET, U OT 3TOTO
Ka3ajoch, YTO KaMEeHb CBETUTCSI caM I10 cebe.

IIpu Takoit orpanke, momyman Bacwimit BacunweBuy,
JIOCTaTOYHO MaJjieifIllero MICTOUHMKA CBeTa, U KaMeHb Oy-
IIET 3aropathbecs, Kak OyATO BHYTPHU y HETO JIAMITOYKa.

— Hwuyero He MoHMMAaIO B XEHCKHUX ILITYyYKaX, — CKa-
3as Crac. — Ho 2Ta kpacusas. Jlaiite 51 misiHy.

— Tonbko yepe3 cros! — BHOBb BCKpuyaia AHTUIINSA,
u Bacwnmit BacunbeBUY 4yTh OBLIO HE YPOHUI «IITYYKY».

— TI'ne ono caenano? — cnpocuna Codnsi ¢ uHTEpE-
coM. — Uranus, yro nu?

— W3ympyn nHamiickuii, — otBeTwsia KpuctuHa 6e3-
3a00THO. — A TZe KOJIbIO CIeIaHO, TIOHSITUSI HE UMEIO.

— OH 4TO0, HacTOSAIIMIi?!

— Hy na.
— He moxeT ObITh, — IIpon3Heciia Codbs ITOYTH
¢ yxkacom. — He OpiBaeT Takux Hactosmux! CKOIbKO

B HEM Kapat?
— He 3nato0. YTo-TO 0KOJI0 IBEHANLIATH, KaXKeTCs.
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OrnpapiieH KaMeHb ObUT OYeHb IIPOCTO — MBOMHAs I0-
JIocKa TEMHOTO 30J10Ta 1 60JblIe Hu4ero. Bacwmii Bacu-
JIbeBUY CMEKHYJI, YTO JIBE MOJIOCKU MPUAYMaHbl HECIIPO-
CTa, Ha OTHOM TaKOi KaMeHb MTPOCTO HE yIepKacs Obl.

— OHo oueHb crapoe, — ckasana Kpucruna. — Ilps-
Mo oueHb!.. Ceituac Bce TOBOpIT — (haMWIbHBIE Aparo-
LICHHOCTH, (haMuJIbHbBIE aparoneHHocTr! Pa3 or 6a0ymkmu
IIOCTAJIOCh, 3HAYMT, (paMUIIbHOE. DTOT U3yMpy. 6abyIiKa
ToJTydnsia oT pabadyIKku, a Ta OT e€ 0adyIKM 1 Tak na-
siee. BepHute MHe ero, rnmoxanyicra.

MepkypbeB oTnan eit Koabiio. OHa BoApy3Wia ero Ha
rajell ¥ moJjitoboBajgach HEMHOTO.

— WM uto? — crpocuna Codbs. — babyiike ot mpaba-
OYIIKH, a Jaiblie?

— Jlanbiie Mbl He 3HaeM, — oTBeTwia Kpuctuna. —
Mbl He pa30oupauch.

— Tlouemy?!

— Henb3s, — ckazana cTyneHTKa. — 3anpenieHo.

— Kem?!

Kpuc noxana riieuamu u ckasana, uto, Mmoxanyi, rmou-
nét cnaTth. Y He€ ecTb KHMKKa «Crapeiii KéHurcoepr»,
OHa 3a He€ elllé He MPUHUMAJIACh, a eil K TUTUIOMY HYX-
HO TOTOBUTHCS.

Bacunuii BacunbeBud npoBoaus e€ 10 YyryHHOM JiecT-
HULIBI.

— TIne 3nech cBeT 3axkuraeTcs, He 3HaeTe?

— 3Haro, ¢ Toil cTOpoHbI. TaM Takast MeqHasl ImyToJKa,
TOTSIHUTE €€ BBEPX.

Bacunuii BacunbeBrd HaIapuil «ITyImovKy» 1 IMOTSHYIT.
B BbIIMHE 3aTeruiniach ciabas JoCcTpa.

Kodeiinas yanika n kuura «®unocobus Kanra» mno-
npexxHeMy ObuUT Ha ctose. Tonbko «Punocodus» Jiexa-
Jla CTpaHMLIAMU BHM3.

MepKypbeB B3IOXHYJI, MOAOWIET U TocMoTpea. KHura
ObLJIa OTKPBITA Ha MATHAECSIT CEAbMON CTPaHMIIE.

«@uiocod HE UCTBITAl B XXU3HU HU CUJIbHBIX pa-
JIOCTE, HU CUJIbHBIX CTpaJlaHWi, KOTOpble MPUHOCST
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¢ coboit ctpactu. Ero BHyTpeHHsIS1 XKM3Hb BCEra HaXo-
IIUJIach B COCTOSIHUM paBHOBecusi. KaHT mpeactaBisii
obOpaszell Myapelia, 1 TAaKUM XK€ OH OymeT B IJia3ax Ipsi-
IYIIUX TTOKOJIEHW, BOZHECEHHBIN Ha 3Ty BBICOTY CBOM-
MM 3acjIyraMy B 001acTi Guiaocoduu U YMCTOTOM CBOECH
KUZHU».

— Ko 31echk ynraer Kanra, He 3Haere, Kpuctuna?

CryneHTtka noxana rjedyamu. OHa cTosiia Ha JIeCTHU-
11e, 00JJOKOTUBILKCH O YyTYHHBIE MepuIia.

— 3oBure MeHs1 Kpuc, — npeanoxuna oHa. — A nyd-
e MBIk,

— Mbplib, — 3agymMuyuBO mporoBopusl Bacunuii Ba-
CWJIBEBUY, — MpPEeKpacHoe MM I neBymku. Kpuc —
Kpbic — Mblilib, TPaBUJIBHO S TOHUMAIO TIOCTIe0BATE b~
HOCTB?

— IlpaBunbHO! — oOTO3Bajlach HOBOSBJICHHAs
Mpbpiubs. — A s Bac Oyny 3Bath Baceii.
— JlornuHo.

— Mo¢€ uMsg MHe coOBCeM He HpaBUTCS, — IPOIOJIKa-
na Meib. — Korna g poaunack, B moae 6butn Kpuctu-
Hbl, Ankensl, Kamuiel, [1epnetyn.

— He 3Hato Hu onHoit [lepneTyu.

— Jlyume 6 51 6buta Ileprieryeid.

— U Bcé xxe KTo YMTaeT 3Ty KHUTY?

— HukTto, — 3asgBuna Mpimb. — OHa JEXUT 31eCh
MPOCTO TakK, sl KpacoThl. B okpectHOCTSIX KEéHurcoepra
00s13aTeIbHO JOJKHO OBITh HeUTO, cBsidaHHOe ¢ KaHTom!
CrnokoiiHoit Houn!

M Gonpmmmu mpsixkkamu Kpuc-Mplb moHecaach
BBepX. JlecTHUIIA 01OOPUTETHLHO 3aryjea.

Bacuimii BacunbeBUY 3aKphlJl KHUTY, BEPHYJI €€ Ha
CTOJI M OTIIpaBUJICS K cebe.

M3 cTOMI0OBOM TAHYJIO CUTAPETHBIM IBIMOM 1 TOHOCH-
JIUCh TOTOT U ToJIoca:

— Cnpirb, CaHEK, 2 OH MHE M TOBOPUT, 3HAYUT, 4TOO
s1 OTBAJIMBAJI, 4 SI €My Ha 3TO: Y€ ThI ObIKyellb, OH!.. Th
KTO €CTb TaKol! A 1 eMy — TbI C KeM 0azapuillb, MeJIo3ra
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HEyMBbITas1, KOTa 5 eCTh ITpaBasi pyka camoro Canbka Mo-
po3oBa, AnekcaH MEnopriya, 1Opororo Hariero!

— A oH ué Tebe Ha 310?

— Iloromu, naBaii HakaTUM 3a Opyx0y! 3a Tebs, Ca-
HEK! I'me ObI MBI OBLIIM, €CJTU ObI HE THI U HE YMUILIE TBOIA!

Bacunuit BacuibeBUY MUHOBAJ CTOJIOBYIO, TIOMHSIICS
Ha BTOPOW 3Tax, 3aKpblI 32 COOOI ABEPb Ha JIECTHULLY.
B xopunope 66110 THXO ¥ TeMHO. OH BOIIEN B CBOIO KOM-
HAaTy U C YIOBOJLCTBUEM MOTSHYJICS.

31ech He ObUIO CIIBIITHO HUYEro, KpoMe Iiiyma Mopst
U IIIeJIeCTa JIUCThEB.

He 3axwurasi cBeTa, OH CTSIHYJT OJeK/y, TIOLIBBIPSIT Kak
TTOoNaJIo M OyXHYJICS B TPOXJIaaHYIO ITOCTeNb. ToTyac B rojo-
Be BCE CIBUHYJIOCH U TIOTLIBLIO: IIYMHBIE OyXaplibl, KOBPO-
BbI€ TIOKHU, I0POTa, JOM C YEPEMUYHOM KPBIIIECH, BEILyHbs
B Pa3HOLIBETHBIX ILIEJIKAX, MEPCTEHb CO CTPAHHBIM TOpsi-
IITUM KaMHEM, TOTUYeCKOe OKHO, TPereT CBeYM, IPOMbIXa-
Hue crona, «Oii, MOpO3, MOPO3», KOTOPbIi CJIE3HO BHIBO-
T CBUHBI.

o yero xopoiuo, ycrnen eme nonymats Bacunuii Ba-
CWJIEBUY, W YCHYIL.

OH mo6exxa 10 KOHIIA «ITPOMeHaIa» — BIOJIb TIJISKa TTOJ,
OTKOCOM ObLTa MPOJIoKeHa JepeBIHHAsT IMPOKas TOPOXKKa
Ha CBasiX, — ¥ He BCTPETUJI HY OMTHOTO yesioBeka. Mope 1ie-
CKaJIOCh B JIBYX IlIarax, TUXO€, JJACKOBOE, COBCEM He TaKoe,
KaK BUEPa, ¥ COJIHIIE Ka3aJoch MouTh JieTHUM. «[Ipomenamn»
3aKaHYMBAJICS JIECTHULIEH Ha KOCOTOp. MepKypheB, TSKEIIO
IBIIIIA, OLEHWJT JIECTHUILY M TIOHSUT, YTO €My €€ He OOJIETh.

— Cnab crajn, — cKa3all OH cebe ¥ OTKaIUISIICS.

Emé B byxape peieHo 6bu10 6eraTh KaXIblii 1eHb, HE
CJIMIIKOM MHOTO, IECSITOUKY, a €CJI AECATOUKY cpasy Ts-
Ke10, HauyaTh KWJIOMETPOB C CEMU. XUTPOYMHBIE YacCHI,
CUMTABIIKME MapUIPyT, MOKa3bIBaJM, YTO IIpoOeXal OH
BCETO MSITh, HO CHJI HE OCTAJIOCh.

OH npuka3saji cede coOpaThCs ¥ IBUHYJICS B 0OpaTHBIM
myth. Horn Hecm ero ¢ Tpymom.
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