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Chapter 1
MR. SHERLOCK HOLMES

Mr. Sherlock Holmes, who was usually very late in
the mornings, save upon those not infrequent occasions
when he was up all night, was seated at the breakfast
table. I stood upon the hearth-rug and picked up the
stick which our visitor had left behind him the night
before. It was a fine, thick piece of wood, bulbous-
headed, of the sort which is known as a “Penang lawyer.”
Just under the head was a broad silver band nearly an
inch across. “To James Mortimer, M.R.C.S., from his
friends of the C.C.H.,” was engraved upon it, with the
date “1884.” It was just such a stick as the old-fashioned
family practitioner used to carry — dignified, solid, and
reassuring.

“Well, Watson, what do you make of it?”

Holmes was sitting with his back to me, and I had
given him no sign of my occupation.

“How did you know what I was doing? I believe you
have eyes in the back of your head.”

“I have, at least, a well-polished, silver-plated coffee-
pot in front of me,” said he. “But, tell me, Watson, what
do you make of our visitor’s stick? Since we have been
so unfortunate as to miss him and have no notion of his
errand, this accidental souvenir becomes of importance.
Let me hear you reconstruct the man by an examination
of it.”



Mhasa |
MWCTEP LLEPJTOK XOJIMC

Mucrep Illepsiox XoJsMc cumesa 3a CTOJIOM M 3aBTpa-
kaJi. OOBIYHO OH BCTABaJI JOBOJIBHO IIO3HO, €CJIU HE CUM-
TaTh TeX HePEJKUX CIyUaeB, KOTa eMy BOBCe He TPUXOIN-
JIOCH JIOKUTHCA. S CTOAT HA KOBPUKE Y KAMUHA U BepTeJl
B PYKax MaJKy, 3a0BITYI0 HAIIUM BYEPAIIHUM IIOCETHUTE-
JIeM, XOPOIIIYIO0 TOJICTYIO MAJKy ¢ HabaJaJalllHUKOM — U3
TeX, YTO MMEHYIOTCA «BECKHM JOKAas3aTelbCTBOM». UyTb
HIKe HabajgallHUKa OBLIO Bpe3aHo cepebpsHoe KOJbIIo
IMIUPUHON OKoJIo AiofiMa. Ha Kosblle OBLIO HauepTaHO:
«I:xetimcy Moptumepy, 9. K. X. O., or ero npysei mo
YKJI» u mara: «1884». B mpe:kHUe BpeMeHa C TAKUMU
MaJKaMu — COJUIHBIMU, YBECUCTHLIMH, HANEKHBLIMU —
XOIWJIV TIOUTEeHHBIEe JOMAIIHIEe Bpayumu.

— Hy-c, Barcon, KaKoro BbI MHEHUS O HEM?

XoJsMC cumes COUHOM KO MHE, U S IyMaJ, YTO MOU Ma-
HUIYJISIUYA OCTAIOTCA AJIA HEero He3aMeTHBIMMU.

— Orkyna BbI 3HaeTe, 4ueM A 3aHAT? MOKHO momy-
MAaTh, UTO yV Bac IVIa3a Ha 3aThLIKe!

— Yero mer, TOro HeT, 3aTO IEPeNO MHOII CTOUT Ha-
YUIEeHHLIH 10 0/iecKa cepeOpsHbI KopeilHuK, — OTBe-
g oH. — Her, B camoMm gesie, BaTcoH, 4To BBI CKaKeTe
0 IaJIKe Halrero mocetuTtessa? MbI ¢ BaMU IIPO3€BAJIN €TI0 1
He 3HaeM, 3aUeM OH IpUXoAua. A pas y:k HAM Tak He II0-
Be3JI0, IpueTcs 06paTuTL 0co00e BHUMAaHMe Ha 9TOT CJay-
yaiiHbeIil cyBeHup. O6caenyiiTe MajaKy M IOIPoOyiiTe Boc-
co31aTh IO Heil 00pas ee BJIAMeJbIla, a g Bac MOCJIYIIAIO.
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Aptyp KoHaH [own

“Ithink,” said I, following as far as I could the methods
of my companion, “that Dr. Mortimer is a successful,
elderly medical man, well-esteemed since those who
know him give him this mark of their appreciation.”

“Good!” said Holmes. “Excellent!”

“I think also that the probability is in favour of his
being a country practitioner who does a great deal of his
visiting on foot.”

“Why s0?”

“Because this stick, though originally a very handsome
one has been so knocked about that I can hardly imagine
a town practitioner carrying it. The thick-iron ferrule
is worn down, so it is evident that he has done a great
amount of walking with it.”

“Perfectly sound!” said Holmes.

“And then again, there is the ‘friends of the C.C.H.’
I should guess that to be the Something Hunt, the local
hunt to whose members he has possibly given some
surgical assistance, and which has made him a small
presentation in return.”

“Really, Watson, you excel yourself,” said Holmes,
pushing back his chair and lighting a cigarette. “I am
bound to say that in all the accounts which you have
been so good as to give of my own small achievements
you have habitually underrated your own abilities. It
may be that you are not yourself luminous, but you are
a conductor of light. Some people without possessing
genius have a remarkable power of stimulating it.
I confess, my dear fellow, that I am very much in your
debt.”

He had never said as much before, and I must admit
that his words gave me keen pleasure, for I had often
been piqued by his indifference to my admiration and to
the attempts which I had made to give publicity to his
methods. I was proud, too, to think that I had so far
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Cob6aka backepsunen

— ITo-moemy, — HaUax: g, cTapasch IO Mepe CUJI CJie-
JOBAaTh METOAY MOEro MPUATEJsA, — JTOT JOKTOp MopTu-
Mep — IpeyCleBalIuil MeANK CPEeJHUX JIET, K TOMY JKe
BCEMU YBayKaeMblil, TIOCKOJIbKY APY3bsA HALEISIOT ero Ta-
KUMU 3HAKAMU BHUMAHUSA.

— Xoporro! — ckasan Xoamc. — IIpeBocxogHo!

— Kpowme ToTr0, A CKJIOHEH AyMAaTh, YTO OH CEJLCKUI
Bpau, a CJIeZoBATEIbHO, eMy NIPUXOAUTCA AeJaTh 00Jb-
[Ire KOHI[BI MTEeIIKOM.

— A a0 mouemy?

— Iloromy uTO ero maJjiKa, B IPOIIJIOM BecbMa He-
IypHas, Tak cOuTa, UTO s He IpPeICTaBIAI0 cebe ee B py-
KaX ropojicKoro Bpaua. TOJICTHIN JKeJIe3HbIH HAKOHEUHUK

COBCEM CTepCcA — BUAUMO, HOKTOP MoOpTUMEp MCXOMIII
Cc Hell HeMaJI0 MUJIb.
— BecbMma 31paBoe paccy:xaeHne, — ckasay XoJaMmc.

— Omnars ke Haanuch: «Otr apyseit mo UKJI». I momna-
rat, uro OykBbl KJI o3HauatoT KiIyd, BepHEe BCErO OXOT-
HUYWHA, YJIeHAM KOTOPOTO OH OKa3bIBaJ MEIUIIMHCKYIO
TIOMOIIlb, 34 UTO €My W IPEIOJHEeCan d3TOT HeGObIION I0-
IapoK.

— Barcon, BB IpeB3OLLIN caMOro ceda! — ckasau
Xoame, OTKUIBIBAACH HA COMHKY CTYyJa U 3aKypuBasd Ia-
nupocy. — §I He MOTy He OTMETHUTb, UTO, OMUCHIBAA CO
CBOIICTBEHHOII BaM JII00€3HOCTHI0O MOUM CKPOMHBIE 3aCJy-
U, Bbl OOBIYHO IPEYMEHBIIAeTe CBOM COOCTBEHHBIE BO3-
Mo:KHOCTU. EcC/Iu OT Bac camMoro He MCXOAUT APKOe CHUsd-
HUEe, TO BbI, BO BCAKOM CJIydyae, ABJIAETECHh TPOBOJHUKOM
cBera. Majo Ju Takux JIOJei, KOTOpble, He GiucTasd Ta-
JIAHTOM, BCe JKe 00JIaJaloT HeAIOKUHHOIN CII0COOHOCTBHIO
3ayKUraTh ero B Apyrux! f y Bac B HeOmJaTHOM JOJTY,
IPyT MOM.

S BmepBBIe yeabIIIAN OT XOJMCA TaKoe HpU3HAHNE
¥ IOJI’KeH CKasaTh, UTO eT0 CJIOBa JAOCTABUJIU MHE OTPDOM-
HOe YIOBOJBCTBUE, MO0 PABHOAYINHNE J3TOTO dYeJoBeKa
K MOeMy BOCXUIIEHHIO MM M KO BCEeM MOMM IIOIBLITKAM
mpenaTh IVIACHOCTH METOJ, ero PaboThI He pas yIIeMJISI0
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Aptyp KoHaH [own

mastered his system as to apply it in a way which earned
his approval.

He now took the stick from my hands and examined
it for a few minutes with his naked eyes. Then with an
expression of interest he laid down his cigarette, and
carrying the cane to the window, he looked over it again
with a convex lens.

“Interesting, though elementary,” said he as he
returned to his favourite corner of the settee. “There are
certainly one or two indications upon the stick. It gives
us the basis for several deductions.”

“Has anything escaped me?” I asked with some self-
importance. “I trust that there is nothing of consequence
which I have overlooked?”

“l am afraid, my dear Watson, that most of your
conclusions were erroneous. When I said that you
stimulated me I meant, to be frank, that in noting your
fallacies I was occasionally guided towards the truth.
Not that you are entirely wrong in this instance. The
man is certainly a country practitioner. And he walks
a good deal.”

“Then I was right.”

“To that extent.”

“But that was all.”

“No, no, my dear Watson, not all — by no means
all. T would suggest, for example, that a presentation
to a doctor is more likely to come from a hospital than
from a hunt, and that when the initials ‘C.C.” are placed
before that hospital the words ‘Charing Cross’ very
naturally suggest themselves.”

“You may be right.”

“The probability lies in that direction. And if we
take this as a working hypothesis we have a fresh basis

8



Cob6aka backepsunen

Moe camoJrooue. Kpome Toro, s ObLI Topf TeM, UTO MHeE
yIaJ0Ch He TOJHKO OBJIAJeTh METOAOM XO0JMca, HO U IPU-
MEHUTHL €r0o Ha [ejie WM 3aCJYKUTh 9THUM IIOXBAaJy MOEro
apyra.

XoJyIMC B3SJI MAJIKY Y MEHS U3 PYK U HECKOJIHKO MUHYT
pasrIsanbIBaJ €e HEBOOPYKEHHBIM miazoMm. IloToMm, ABHO
3aMHTEPECOBABIINCH YEM-TO, OTJIOKIJI IAIIUPOCY B CTOPO-
HY, IIOJIOIIIEJ K OKHY ¥ CHOBA CTAJI OCMATPUBATh HAJKY, HO
yoKe uepes yBeJIUYUTEJIHLHOE CTEKJIO.

— He 6or BecTh uTO, HO BCe JXKe JIOOOMIBITHO, — CKa-
3aJI OH, BO3BPAIASACH HA CBOE M3JII00JEHHOEe MECTO B yIIy
nuBana. — Koe-Kakue mamHble 37eCh, 0€3yCJIOBHO, €CTh,

OHU U IIOCJY KaT HaM OCHOBOM IJIA HEKOTOPBIX YMO3aKJII0-
YeHUH.

— Heyxenau oT MeHd UYTO-HUOYAb YCKOJB3HYJIO0? —
cIpocuJ s He 6e3 YyBCTBA caMOA0BOJIbcTBa. — Hageoch,
A HUYEro Cepbe3HOTo He YIIYCTUI?

— VBHI, Joporoii moit BaTrcou, 00JbllIad YacTh BAIlIX
BBIBOZOB omwubouHa. Korma d ckasaj, YTO BBI CJOYKHUTE
ILJIsT MEHS XOPOIIUM CTUMYJIOM, 9TO, OTKPOBEHHO T'OBOPS,
cJIe[oBAJIO IIOHMMATEL TaK: BAIlK IIPOMAaXMW MHOTZA IIOMO-
raloT MHe BBINTH HA NMPaBUJIbHBIA IIyThb. HO ceifiuac BbI
He Tak y:K 3a0iay:KgaeTech. JTOT UeJIOBEK, 0e3yCJIOBHO,
MPaKTUKyeT He B Topojie, U eMy IIPUXOAUTCSA COBEpPIINaTh
0O0JIbIIIEe KOHILI IEIIIKOM.

— 3uHauur, g OLLT IIpaB.

— B sTomM oTHOIIEeHUN — fa.

— Ho Bexw sT0 Bee?

— Her, mer, goporoit moit Barcou, He Bce, JajeKO He
Bce. Tak, Hanmpumep, s ObI cKasaJj, UYTO ITOJZOOHOE IIOJ-
HOIIIeHWEe Bpau CKOpee BCero MOKeT MOJYYHUTH OT KaKoi-
HUOYIb JeueOHUIBI, a He OT OXOTHUUYLEro KJIy0a, a Koraa
nepen JieueouuIei croaT 6ykssl UK, masBanue «Yepunr-
KpoccKasa» HapalinBaeTcsa caMo co0oii.

— Bo03MO0KHO, UTO BBI ITPABHI.

— Bce maBoguT Ha Takoe ToJqKoBaHue. VI ecaum MBI
mpuMeM MO0 IOTafKy 3a pabouyio T'MIoTe3y, TO y HAac
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Aptyp KoHaH [own

from which to start our construction of this unknown
visitor.”

“Well, then, supposing that ‘C.C.H.’ does stand for
‘Charing Cross Hospital,” what further inferences may
we draw?”

“Do none suggest themselves? You know my methods.
Apply them!”

“I can only think of the obvious conclusion that the
man has practised in town before going to the country.”

“I think that we might venture a little farther than
this. Look at it in this light. On what occasion would
it be most probable that such a presentation would
be made? When would his friends unite to give him
a pledge of their good will? Obviously at the moment
when Dr. Mortimer withdrew from the service of the
hospital in order to start a practice for himself. We know
there has been a presentation. We believe there has been
a change from a town hospital to a country practice. Is
it, then, stretching our inference too far to say that the
presentation was on the occasion of the change?”

“It certainly seems probable.”

“Now, you will observe that he could not have been on
the staff of the hospital, since only a man well-established
in a London practice could hold such a position, and such
a one would not drift into the country. What was he,
then? If he was in the hospital and yet not on the staff
he could only have been a house-surgeon or a house-
physician — little more than a senior student. And he
left five years ago — the date is on the stick. So your
grave, middle-aged family practitioner vanishes into thin
air, my dear Watson, and there emerges a young fellow
under thirty, amiable, unambitious, absent-minded, and
the possessor of a favourite dog, which I should describe
roughly as being larger than a terrier and smaller than
a mastiff.”

10



Cob6aka backepsunen

OyoyT IOTOJHUTEJIbHBbIE AAaHHBIE IJIA BOCCO3MAHUS JIUY-
HOCTH HAIller'0 HeM3BECTHOI'0 IMMOCETUTEJIA.

— Xopormo. IIpeanonoxum, uro 6yKBel « UKJI» o3Ha-
yaT «YepuHIr-Kpocckasd jgeuebHHIA». Kakue ke gab-
HeHIlIre 3aKJIUYeHNI MOMKHO OTCIONA BhIBECTH?

— A BaM HHUero He INIPUXOIUT B TroJioBy? BnI ke
3HAKOMBI C MOHMM MeTomoM. IlompoOyiiTe HTpPUMEHUTH
ero.

— BruIBOI oueBHIeH: MpeXIe UeM yeXaTh B JIePeBHIO,
ATOT YeJIOBEK MpaKTuKoBaJ B JIoHmOHe.

— A 4T0, eciiz MBI IOMAeM HeMHOrO ganbiie? ITocmo-
TPUTE HA 9TO BOT IO KAKUM YIVIOM 3PEHUA: IIOUEMY eMy
ObL1 caesian momapok? Korma ero apysbsa COUIH HYKHBIM
MIPeToAHEeCTH eMy coo0Illa 9Ty HaJKy B 3HAK CBOETo pac-
nosoxenus? OueBUIHO, B TO BpeMs, Korma goxTop Mop-
TUMEp YIIeJa U3 JIEYeOHUIILI, PeIlIrB 3aHATHbCS YaCTHON
mpakTuKoii. EMy momHec/au mogapoK, 9TO HAM HM3BECTHO.
IIpenmosiaraercs, 4To paboOTy B JieueOHUIIE OH CMEHUJ Ha
CEeJBbCKYIO MPAKTUKY. ByAyT Ju HAIIU BBHIBOJBI CJIUIIKOM
CMeJBIMHU, €CJIU MBI CKayKeM, UTO IOJapOoK OB cAejaH
VMEHHO B CBSABU C €T0 yXOA0M?

— 9TO BecbMa BePOSTHO.

— Teneps oTMETHTE, UTO OH HE MOT COCTOSATH B IIITATE
KOHCYJIBTAHTOB JIEUeOHUIIBI, MO0 3TO TOTYCTUMO TOJIBKO
Bpaudy C COJIUIAHOM JIOHZOHCKOM IIPAKTUKOI, a TaKO! Bpau
Bps Ju yexas 0bl u3 roposaa. Torga xem ke oH 6b11? Ec-
JI1 OH paboTay TaM, He OyAyUH IITATHBIM KOHCYJIbTaHTOM,
3HAYUT, €My OTBOAMJIACH CKPOMHAS POJIb KypaTopa, sKu-
BYIIETO TIPU JieueOHUIIE, TO €CTh HEMHOTUM 0OJIbIIAA, YeEM
posb mpakTukaHTa. VI oH yIllesJ OTTyna IATH JIeT Hasal —
CMOTPUTE JaTy Ha manke. TakuM oOpasoM, ZOPOTOI MO
Barcon, Banr couHbIT TOKUIION JOMAITHUY Bpad UcIa-
pujcs, a BMECTO Hero mepejJ HaMU BLIPOC BeCbMa CHMIIA-
TUYHBIN YeJT0BEK OKOJIO TPUAIIATH JIeT, HeUeCTOTI00UBHI,
paccessHHBIN M HEXHO JIOO0AINMI cBoio cobaKy, KoTopas,
Kak g NpubJIu3uTeJbHO IPUKUALIBAIO, 0OJILIIE Tephbepa,
HO MeHbllle MacTuda.
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Aptyp KoHaH [own

I laughed incredulously as Sherlock Holmes leaned
back in his settee and blew little wavering rings of smoke
up to the ceiling.

“As to the latter part, I have no means of checking
you,” said I, “but at least it is not difficult to find out
a few particulars about the man’s age and professional
career.”

From my small medical shelf I took down the Medical
Directory and turned up the name. There were several
Mortimers, but only one who could be our visitor. I read
his record aloud.

“Mortimer, James, M.R.C.S., 1882, Grimpen,
Dartmoor, Devon. House-surgeon, from 1882 to 1884,
at Charing Cross Hospital. Winner of the Jackson
prize for Comparative Pathology, with essay entitled
‘Is Disease a Reversion?’ Corresponding member of the
Swedish Pathological Society. Author of ‘Some Freaks
of Atavism’ (Lancet 1882). ‘Do We Progress?’ (Journal
of Psychology, March, 1883). Medical Officer for the
parishes of Grimpen, Thorsley, and High Barrow.”

“No mention of that local hunt, Watson,” said
Holmes with a mischievous smile, “but a country doctor,
as you very astutely observed. I think that I am fairly
justified in my inferences. As to the adjectives, I said,
if I remember right, amiable, unambitious, and absent-
minded. It is my experience that it is only an amiable
man in this world who receives testimonials, only an
unambitious one who abandons a London career for the
country, and only an absent-minded one who leaves his
stick and not his visiting-card after waiting an hour in
your room.”

“And the dog?”

12



Cob6aka backepsunen

51 memoBepumBO paccmesycsa, a lllepmok XoMC OTKH-
HyJICA HA COMHKY AWBAHA W IIYCTUJ B IIOTOJOK MAJEHb-
Kue, IJIaBHO KO0JIeOJIIolecss B BO3yXe KOJIbIla JbIMA.

— YTo KacaeTcs MocJeaHETo MyHKTa, TO TYT Bac HU-
KaK He IPOBEPUIb, — CKa3aJ s, — HO Koe-KaKue cBeje-
HUSA 0 BO3PacTe 9TOr0 UeJIOBeKa U ero Kapbepe MbI ceiiuac
OTBIIIEM.

S cHAJ co cBoell MaJIEHbKON KHMKHOM IIOJIKM MeJIM-
IUHCKUI CIPABOYHHUK W HAIeJ HYXKHYI0 pamuianio. Tam
O0Ka3aJioch HeCKOJIbKO MOpTHMEpOB, HO A Cpasy Ke OThI-
CKaJI HAalllero MOCeTUTEJIA U IPoUes BCIAYyX Bce, UTO K He-
MY OTHOCHUJIOCH:

— «Moprtunmep [Ixeiimc, ¢ 1882 roma usnern Kopo-
JIEBCKOTO XUPypruuyecKoro obimecTBa. ['pummen, Jlap-
™Yp, rpadctBo Heoumup. C 1882 mo 1884 rogx — Ky-
paTop YepUHI-KPOCCKOM JeueOHUIbI. YIOCTOCH IIPEeMUU
J:KeKkcoHa IO pasiesly CPAaBHUTEJbHON MHAaTOJOTUU 3a
pabory «He caegyer nu cuurarh 00J€3HU SBJIEHUEM aTa-
BUCTHUYECKOTO Topanka?». Ynen-xoppecumougent Illsex-
CKOTO TIATOJIOTHMYECKOTro obimecTBa. ABTOp craTeii «AHO-
MaJbHBIEe ABJIeHUA aTtaBusMa» («Jlammer», 1882), «IIpo-
rpeccupyeM Ju MbI?» («BecTHHMK IICMXOJOTHUH», MapT
1883). Cenbckuii Bpau mpuxomoB I'pummen, Topciau u
Xaii-Bappoy».

— Hu cioBa 06 oxorHnYbeM Kaybe, BaTrcon, — c Jy-
KaBoOll yJBIOKOI cKasas XO0JIMC, — 3aTO AeHCTBUTEIbHO
CeJbCKUM Bpayd, Kak BbI TOHKO moameTuau. Mou ymosa-
KJIIOUEeHUS MPaBUIBHBI. UTO JKe KacaeTcd MpuUaaraTeib-
HBIX, TO, €CJIU He OIIMn0alCh, I YIOTPEeOU CleayIolime:
CUMIIaTUYHBIN, HEUECTOJIIOOUBHIN U PACCETHHBIN. YK 3TO
A 3HAI0 MO OIBITY — TOJBHKO CUMITATUYHbBIE JIOAU TOJY-
YaloT MIPOIIaJbHBIE IOAAPKM, TOJBKO CaMble HEUECTO-
JIIOOMBBIE MEHSIOT JIOHJOHCKYIO HIPAKTUKY HA CEJIbCKYIO
W TOJIBKO pacCesiHHbIE CIIOCOOHBI OCTABUTH CBOIO IANKY
BMECTO BUBUTHOIN KapTOUKHU, MMPOXKIAB OOJIbIlEe Yaca B Ba-
e TOCTUHOM.

— A cobaka?

13



Aptyp KoHaH [own

“Has been in the habit of carrying this stick behind his
master. Being a heavy stick the dog has held it tightly by
the middle, and the marks of his teeth are very plainly
visible. The dog’s jaw, as shown in the space between
these marks, is too broad in my opinion for a terrier and
not broad enough for a mastiff. It may have been — yes,
by Jove, it is a curly-haired spaniel.”

He had risen and paced the room as he spoke. Now he
halted in the recess of the window. There was such a ring
of conviction in his voice that I glanced up in surprise.

“My dear fellow, how can you possibly be so sure of
that?”

“For the very simple reason that I see the dog himself
on our very door-step, and there is the ring of its owner.
Don’t move, I beg you, Watson. He is a professional
brother of yours, and your presence may be of assistance
to me. Now is the dramatic moment of fate, Watson,
when you hear a step upon the stair which is walking
into your life, and you know not whether for good or ill.
What does Dr. James Mortimer, the man of science, ask
of Sherlock Holmes, the specialist in crime? Come in!”

The appearance of our visitor was a surprise to me,
since I had expected a typical country practitioner. He
was a very tall, thin man, with a long nose like a beak,
which jutted out between two keen, gray eyes, set closely
together and sparkling brightly from behind a pair of
gold-rimmed glasses. He was clad in a professional but
rather slovenly fashion, for his frock-coat was dingy and
his trousers frayed. Though young, his long back was
already bowed, and he walked with a forward thrust of
his head and a general air of peering benevolence. As he
entered his eyes fell upon the stick in Holmes’s hand,
and he ran towards it with an exclamation of joy.

14



Cob6aka backepsunen

— DBplta mpuydyeHa HOCUTH IMOHOCKY 34 XO3SWHOM.
dra maJkKa He U3 JETKUX, cobaka OpaJia ee mocepenuHe
U KPEeIKO CiKmMaJjia 3y0aMu, cJedbl KOTOPBIX BUIHBI CO-
BepIIeHHO oTYeTInBO. Cyas MO PACCTOAHUIO MEKIY OTMe-
TUHAMU, IJIA Tephbepa TaKue YeJIOCTU CJAUIIKOM IIUPOKMU,
a nig mactuda ysku. Bosmorkmo, uro... Boxxe moii! Hy,
KOHEUHO, KypPUaBLIM CIIaHUEH!

ToBop# aTo, XosMe cHauasa pacxasKMBaJl 10 KOMHAaTe,
IIOTOM OCTAaHOBWJICSI Y OKOHHOI HUINU. B ero mocijegHux
cJIOBaxX IPO3BYYAJIO TaKOe TBepAoe yoerxmeHue, 4YTo I He-
JTOYMEHHO B3TJISHYJ Ha Hero:

— IlocaymaiiTe, Apyr Moii, IOUeMy BLI B 9TOM yBe-
peHbI?

— Ilo Toif mpocToli HmpUUMHE, UTO A BHKY CODOaKy
y HalllUX ABepeli, a BOT U 3BOHOK ee xXo3amHa. He yxomu-
Te, BaTcoH, mpoiry Bac. BeI :Ke ¢ HUM KOJLIeTHd, W Ballle
MIPUCYTCTBUE MOMOKET MHe. BOT oHa, pOKOBas MUHYTA,
Barcon! Bbl cablmuTe maru Ha JIECTHUIIE, 9TU IITaTH BPBI-
BalOTCS B Ballly JKU3Hb, HO UYTO OHU HECYT ¢ co0oii — Jmo-
6po MU 3JI0, HEM3BECTHO. UTO IMOHALOOMIOCH UEIOBEKY
HayKU, JoKTOpYy :xefimcy Moptumepy, ot ceimuka Illep-
Joka Xoamca?.. Boiigure.

Hapy:XKHOCTH HAIIleTo TOCTS yAWBUJIA MeHs, 160 I pac-
CUMTBIBAJI YBUAETh TUIIMYHOTO CEJILCKOro Bpaua. JloKTOp
MopTumep 0Kas3ajacsa OUeHb BEICOKMM, XYALIM UeJIOBEKOM
¢ IJIVHHBIM HOCOM, TOPYAIIMM, CJIOBHO KJIIOB, MEXKIY Ce-
pBIMH, OJM3KO IMOCAXKEHHBIMM IIa3aMM, KOTOPbIE SIPKO
mo0JeCKUBAJIM 3a 30JIOTOM OIIpaBoi oukoB. OmeT oH ObLI,
KaK W 1I0700aeT 4eioBeKy ero mpodeccuu, HO C HEKOTO-
poii HEepAUIIWUBOCTHIO: CHUJIHLHO TOHOIIEHHBIN THUAMKAK,
oO0TpemanHble Opioku. OH yiKe CYTyJIUJICS, HECMOTPS Ha
MOJIOAbIE TOABI, U CTPAHHO BBITSATUBAJ IIEI0, OJIaroesa-
TeJbHO MPUTIAALIBAACH K HaM. Kak TOJIBKO HAII T'OCTh
BOIIIEJ] B KOMHATY, €ro B3IVISJ TOTYAC JKe yIIaj Ha MMaJIKy
B pyKax XoJIMCa, U OH C PAJOCTHLIM KPUKOM IIOTSHYJICS
3a HeW.
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